
EMOTION 
 

P.557 - §7 21. The high mission of any art is, by its illusions, to foreshadow a higher 
universe reality, to crystallize the emotions of time into the thought of eternity. 
 
P.577 - §4 6. The age of spiritual striving. When evolving mortals have passed through the 
physical, intellectual, and social stages of development, sooner or later they attain those 
levels of personal insight which impel them to seek for spiritual satisfactions and cosmic 
understandings. Religion is completing the ascent from the emotional domains of fear 
and superstition to the high levels of cosmic wisdom and personal spiritual experience. 
Education aspires to the attainment of meanings, and culture grasps at cosmic 
relationships and true values. Such evolving mortals are genuinely cultured, truly 
educated, and exquisitely God-knowing. 
 
P.598 - §1 4. Political wisdom. Emotional maturity is essential to self-control. Only 
emotional maturity will insure the substitution of international techniques of civilized 
adjudication for the barbarous arbitrament of war. Wise statesmen will sometime work 
for the welfare of humanity even while they strive to promote the interest of their national 
or racial groups. Selfish political sagacity is ultimately suicidal--destructive of all those 
enduring qualities which insure planetary group survival. 
 
P.765 - §7 If vanity be enlarged to cover pride, ambition, and honor, then we may discern 
not only how these propensities contribute to the formation of human associations, but 
how they also hold men together, since such emotions are futile without an audience to 
parade before. Soon vanity associated with itself other emotions and impulses which 
required a social arena wherein they might exhibit and gratify themselves. This group of 
emotions gave origin to the early beginnings of all art, ceremonial, and all forms of 
sportive games and contests. 
 
P.766 - §5 Hunger and love drove men together; vanity and ghost fear held them together. 
But these emotions alone, without the influence of peace-promoting revelations, are 
unable to endure the strain of the suspicions and irritations of human interassociations. 
Without help from superhuman sources the strain of society breaks down upon reaching 
certain limits, and these very influences of social mobilization--hunger, love, vanity, and 
fear--conspire to plunge mankind into war and bloodshed. 
 
P.772 - §1 Emotionally, man transcends his animal ancestors in his ability to appreciate 
humor, art, and religion. Socially, man exhibits his superiority in that he is a toolmaker, a 
communicator, and an institution builder. 
 
P.965 - §5 The cult type of social organization persisted because it provided a symbolism 
for the preservation and stimulation of moral sentiments and religious loyalties. The cult 
grew out of the traditions of "old families" and was perpetuated as an established 
institution; all families have a cult of some sort. Every inspiring ideal grasps for some 
perpetuating symbolism--seeks some technique for cultural manifestation which will 



insure survival and augment realization--and the cult achieves this end by fostering and 
gratifying emotion. 
 
P.965 - §6 From the dawn of civilization every appealing movement in social culture or 
religious advancement has developed a ritual, a symbolic ceremonial. The more this ritual 
has been an unconscious growth, the stronger it has gripped its devotees. The cult 
preserved sentiment and satisfied emotion, but it has always been the greatest obstacle to 
social reconstruction and spiritual progress. 
 
P.966 - §2 The old cults were too egocentric; the new must be the outgrowth of applied 
love. The new cult must, like the old, foster sentiment, satisfy emotion, and promote 
loyalty; but it must do more: It must facilitate spiritual progress, enhance cosmic 
meanings, augment moral values, encourage social development, and stimulate a high 
type of personal religious living. The new cult must provide supreme goals of living 
which are both temporal and eternal--social and spiritual. 
 
P.1000 - §4 Religious ecstasy is permissible when resulting from sane antecedents, but 
such experiences are more often the outgrowth of purely emotional influences than a 
manifestation of deep spiritual character. Religious persons must not regard every vivid 
psychologic presentiment and every intense emotional experience as a divine revelation 
or a spiritual communication. Genuine spiritual ecstasy is usually associated with great 
outward calmness and almost perfect emotional control. But true prophetic vision is a 
superpsychologic presentiment. Such visitations are not pseudo hallucinations, neither are 
they trancelike ecstasies. 
 
P.1090 - §1 After all, it is what one believes rather than what one knows that determines 
conduct and dominates personal performances. Purely factual knowledge exerts very 
little influence upon the average man unless it becomes emotionally activated. But the 
activation of religion is superemotional, unifying the entire human experience on 
transcendent levels through contact with, and release of, spiritual energies in the mortal 
life. 
 
P.1090 - §4 Man's greatest spiritual jeopardy consists in partial progress, the predicament 
of unfinished growth: forsaking the evolutionary religions of fear without immediately 
grasping the revelatory religion of love. Modern science, particularly psychology, has 
weakened only those religions which are so largely dependent upon fear, superstition, and 
emotion. 
 
P.1096 - §7 To the religionist the word God becomes a symbol signifying the approach to 
supreme reality and the recognition of divine value. Human likes and dislikes do not 
determine good and evil; moral values do not grow out of wish fulfillment or emotional 
frustration. 
 
P.1099 - §1 It should be made clear that professions of loyalty to the supreme ideals--the 
psychic, emotional, and spiritual awareness of God-consciousness--may be a natural and 
gradual growth or may sometimes be experienced at certain junctures, as in a crisis. The 



Apostle Paul experienced just such a sudden and spectacular conversion that eventful day 
on the Damascus road. Gautama Siddhartha had a similar experience the night he sat 
alone and sought to penetrate the mystery of final truth. Many others have had like 
experiences, and many true believers have progressed in the spirit without sudden 
conversion. 
 
P.1099 - §3 But emotion alone is a false conversion; one must have faith as well as feeling. 
To the extent that such psychic mobilization is partial, and in so far as such human-
loyalty motivation is incomplete, to that extent will the experience of conversion be a 
blended intellectual, emotional, and spiritual reality. 
 
P.1104 - §3 Religion, the conviction-faith of the personality, can always triumph over the 
superficially contradictory logic of despair born in the unbelieving material mind. There 
really is a true and genuine inner voice, that "true light which lights every man who 
comes into the world." And this spirit leading is distinct from the ethical prompting of 
human conscience. The feeling of religious assurance is more than an emotional feeling. 
The assurance of religion transcends the reason of the mind, even the logic of philosophy. 
Religion is faith, trust, and assurance. 
 
P.1104 - §6 The divine spirit makes contact with mortal man, not by feelings or emotions, 
but in the realm of the highest and most spiritualized thinking. It is your thoughts, not 
your feelings, that lead you Godward. The divine nature may be perceived only with the 
eyes of the mind. But the mind that really discerns God, hears the indwelling Adjuster, is 
the pure mind. "Without holiness no man may see the Lord." All such inner and spiritual 
communion is termed spiritual insight. Such religious experiences result from the impress 
made upon the mind of man by the combined operations of the Adjuster and the Spirit of 
Truth as they function amid and upon the ideas, ideals, insights, and spirit strivings of the 
evolving sons of God. 
 
P.1110 - §12 Scientists assemble facts, philosophers co-ordinate ideas, while prophets 
exalt ideals. Feeling and emotion are invariable concomitants of religion, but they are not 
religion. Religion may be the feeling of experience, but it is hardly the experience of 
feeling. Neither logic (rationalization) nor emotion (feeling) is essentially a part of 
religious experience, although both may variously be associated with the exercise of faith 
in the furtherance of spiritual insight into reality, all according to the status and 
temperamental tendency of the individual mind. 
 
P.1121 - §5 Material feelings, human emotions, lead directly to material actions, selfish 
acts. Religious insights, spiritual motivations, lead directly to religious actions, unselfish 
acts of social service and altruistic benevolence. 
 
P.1124 - §2 You can psychologize evolutionary religion but not the personal-experience 
religion of spiritual origin. Human morality may recognize values, but only religion can 
conserve, exalt, and spiritualize such values. But notwithstanding such actions, religion is 
something more than emotionalized morality. Religion is to morality as love is to duty, as 
sonship is to servitude, as essence is to substance. Morality discloses an almighty 



Controller, a Deity to be served; religion discloses an all-loving Father, a God to be 
worshiped and loved. And again this is because the spiritual potentiality of religion is 
dominant over the duty actuality of the morality of evolution. 
 
P.1133 - §6 The early evolutionary mind gives origin to a feeling of social duty and moral 
obligation derived chiefly from emotional fear. The more positive urge of social service 
and the idealism of altruism are derived from the direct impulse of the divine spirit 
indwelling the human mind. 
 
P.1134 - §3 Human happiness is achieved only when the ego desire of the self and the 
altruistic urge of the higher self (divine spirit) are co-ordinated and reconciled by the 
unified will of the integrating and supervising personality. The mind of evolutionary man 
is ever confronted with the intricate problem of refereeing the contest between the natural 
expansion of emotional impulses and the moral growth of unselfish urges predicated on 
spiritual insight--genuine religious reflection. 
 
P.1142 - §2 Faith leads to knowing God, not merely to a mystical feeling of the divine 
presence. Faith must not be overmuch influenced by its emotional consequences. True 
religion is an experience of believing and knowing as well as a satisfaction of feeling. 
 
P.1210 - §10 The first circle. The Adjuster cannot, ordinarily, speak directly and 
immediately with you until you attain the first and final circle of progressive mortal 
achievement. This level represents the highest possible realization of mind-Adjuster 
relationship in the human experience prior to the liberation of the evolving morontia soul 
from the habiliments of the material body. Concerning mind, emotions, and cosmic 
insight, this achievement of the first psychic circle is the nearest possible approach of 
material mind and spirit Adjuster in human experience. 
 
P.1246 - §1 Angels are so near you and care so feelingly for you that they figuratively 
"weep because of your willful intolerance and stubbornness." Seraphim do not shed 
physical tears; they do not have physical bodies; neither do they possess wings. But they 
do have spiritual emotions, and they do experience feelings and sentiments of a spiritual 
nature which are in certain ways comparable to human emotions. 
 
P.1572 - §8 An effective philosophy of living is formed by a combination of cosmic 
insight and the total of one's emotional reactions to the social and economic environment. 
Remember: While inherited urges cannot be fundamentally modified, emotional 
responses to such urges can be changed; therefore the moral nature can be modified, 
character can be improved. In the strong character emotional responses are integrated and 
co-ordinated, and thus is produced a unified personality. Deficient unification weakens 
the moral nature and engenders unhappiness. 
 
P.1573 - §1 Education should be a technique of learning (discovering) the better methods 
of gratifying our natural and inherited urges, and happiness is the resulting total of these 
enhanced techniques of emotional satisfactions. Happiness is little dependent on 
environment, though pleasing surroundings may greatly contribute thereto. 



 
P.1573 - §5 Jesus did not expect his followers to achieve an impossible manifestation of 
brotherly love, but he did expect them to so strive to be like God--to be perfect even as 
the Father in heaven is perfect--that they could begin to look upon man as God looks 
upon his creatures and therefore could begin to love men as God loves them--to show 
forth the beginnings of a fatherly affection. In the course of these exhortations to the 
twelve apostles, Jesus sought to reveal this new concept of fatherly love as it is related to 
certain emotional attitudes concerned in making numerous environmental social 
adjustments. 
 
P.1672 - §6 When Jesus first met with the evangelists at the Bethsaida camp, in concluding 
his address, he said: "You should remember that in body and mind--emotionally--men 
react individually. The only uniform thing about men is the indwelling spirit. Though 
divine spirits may vary somewhat in the nature and extent of their experience, they react 
uniformly to all spiritual appeals. Only through, and by appeal to, this spirit can mankind 
ever attain unity and brotherhood." 
 
P.1705 - §4 Jesus taught the appeal to the emotions as the technique of arresting and 
focusing the intellectual attention. He designated the mind thus aroused and quickened as 
the gateway to the soul, where there resides that spiritual nature of man which must 
recognize truth and respond to the spiritual appeal of the gospel in order to afford the 
permanent results of true character transformations. 
 
P.1722 - §4 Mary and Jesus' brothers thought that Jesus did not understand them, that he 
had lost interest in them, little realizing that it was they who failed to understand Jesus. 
Jesus fully understood how difficult it is for men to break with their past. He knew how 
human beings are swayed by the preacher's eloquence, and how the conscience responds 
to emotional appeal as the mind does to logic and reason, but he also knew how far more 
difficult it is to persuade men to disown the past. 
 
P.1730 - §3 The evangelists and apostles went apart by themselves for a short time. Their 
spirits were uplifted, their minds were inspired, and their emotions mightily stirred by 
what Jesus had said. But when Andrew called them together, the Master said only: "Let 
us resume our journey. We go into Phoenicia to tarry for a season, and all of you should 
pray the Father to transform your emotions of mind and body into the higher loyalties of 
mind and the more satisfying experiences of the spirit." 
 
P.1765 - §4 Always respect the personality of man. Never should a righteous cause be 
promoted by force; spiritual victories can be won only by spiritual power. This injunction 
against the employment of material influences refers to psychic force as well as to 
physical force. Overpowering arguments and mental superiority are not to be employed 
to coerce men and women into the kingdom. Man's mind is not to be crushed by the mere 
weight of logic or overawed by shrewd eloquence. While emotion as a factor in human 
decisions cannot be wholly eliminated, it should not be directly appealed to in the 
teachings of those who would advance the cause of the kingdom. Make your appeals 
directly to the divine spirit that dwells within the minds of men. Do not appeal to fear, 



pity, or mere sentiment. In appealing to men, be fair; exercise self-control and exhibit due 
restraint; show proper respect for the personalities of your pupils. Remember that I have 
said: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock, and if any man will open, I will come in." 
 
P.1773 - §3 When men dare to forsake a life of natural craving for one of adventurous art 
and uncertain logic, they must expect to suffer the consequent hazards of emotional 
casualties--conflicts, unhappiness, and uncertainties--at least until the time of their 
attainment of some degree of intellectual and emotional maturity. Discouragement, 
worry, and indolence are positive evidence of moral immaturity. Human society is 
confronted with two problems: attainment of the maturity of the individual and 
attainment of the maturity of the race. The mature human being soon begins to look upon 
all other mortals with feelings of tenderness and with emotions of tolerance. Mature men 
view immature folks with the love and consideration that parents bear their children. 
 
P.2057 - §1 While this self-centered and ultraindividualistic apostle had many psychic, 
emotional, and spiritual troubles, his main difficulties were: In personality, he was 
isolated. In mind, he was suspicious and vengeful. In temperament, he was surly and 
vindictive. Emotionally, he was loveless and unforgiving. Socially, he was unconfiding 
and almost wholly self-contained. In spirit, he became arrogant and selfishly ambitious. 
In life, he ignored those who loved him, and in death, he was friendless. 
 
P.2065 - §4 Before Pentecost the apostles had given up much for Jesus. They had 
sacrificed their homes, families, friends, worldly goods, and positions. At Pentecost they 
gave themselves to God, and the Father and the Son responded by giving themselves to 
man--sending their spirits to live within men. This experience of losing self and finding 
the spirit was not one of emotion; it was an act of intelligent self-surrender and 
unreserved consecration. 
 
 


