FAITH + MORAL

P.40 - §5 In the physical universe we may see the divine beauty, in the intellectual world we may
discern eternal truth, but the goodness of God is found only in the spiritual world of personal
religious experience. In its true essence, religion is a faith-trust in the goodness of God. God
could be great and absolute, somehow even intelligent and personal, in philosophy, but in
religion God must also be moral; he must be good. Man might fear a great God, but he trusts and
loves only a good God. This goodness of God is a part of the personality of God, and its full
revelation appears only in the personal religious experience of the believing sons of God.

P.52 - §2 The full appreciation of truth, beauty, and goodness is inherent in the perfection of the
divine universe. The inhabitants of the Havona worlds do not require the potential of relative
value levels as a choice stimulus; such perfect beings are able to identify and choose the good in
the absence of all contrastive and thought-compelling moral situations. But all such perfect
beings are, in moral nature and spiritual status, what they are by virtue of the fact of existence.
They have experientially earned advancement only within their inherent status. Mortal man earns
even his status as an ascension candidate by his own faith and hope. Everything divine which the
human mind grasps and the human soul acquires is an experiential attainment; it is a reality of
personal experience and is therefore a unique possession in contrast to the inherent goodness and
righteousness of the inerrant personalities of Havona.

P.192 - §6 In the local universe mind bestowals, these three insights of the cosmic mind
constitute the a priori assumptions which make it possible for man to function as a rational and
self-conscious personality in the realms of science, philosophy, and religion. Stated otherwise,
the recognition of the reality of these three manifestations of the Infinite is by a cosmic technique
of self-revelation. Matter-energy is recognized by the mathematical logic of the senses; mind-
reason intuitively knows its moral duty; spirit-faith (worship) is the religion of the reality of
spiritual experience. These three basic factors in reflective thinking may be unified and co-
ordinated in personality development, or they may become disproportionate and virtually
unrelated in their respective functions. But when they become unified, they produce a strong
character consisting in the correlation of a factual science, a moral philosophy, and a genuine
religious experience. And it is these three cosmic intuitions that give objective validity, reality, to
man's experience in and with things, meanings, and values.

P.984 - §7 The possibility of the recognition of the sense of guilt is a badge of transcendent
distinction for mankind. It does not mark man as mean but rather sets him apart as a creature of
potential greatness and ever-ascending glory. Such a sense of unworthiness is the initial stimulus
that should lead quickly and surely to those faith conquests which translate the mortal mind to
the superb levels of moral nobility, cosmic insight, and spiritual living; thus are all the meanings
of human existence changed from the temporal to the eternal, and all values are elevated from
the human to the divine.

P.999 - §6 No matter how difficult it may be to reconcile the scientific doubtings regarding the
efficacy of prayer with the ever-present urge to seek help and guidance from divine sources,
never forget that the sincere prayer of faith is a mighty force for the promotion of personal
happiness, individual self-control, social harmony, moral progress, and spiritual attainment.



P.1043 - §3 Melchizedek had warned his followers to teach about the one God, the Father and
Maker of all, and to preach only the gospel of divine favor through faith alone. But it has often
been the error of the teachers of new truth to attempt too much, to attempt to supplant slow
evolution by sudden revolution. The Melchizedek missionaries in Mesopotamia raised a moral
standard too high for the people; they attempted too much, and their noble cause went down in
defeat. They had been commissioned to preach a definite gospel, to proclaim the truth of the
reality of the Universal Father, but they became entangled in the apparently worthy cause of
reforming the mores, and thus was their great mission sidetracked and virtually lost in frustration
and oblivion.

P.1044 - §4 For centuries the Egyptians placed their faith in tombs as the safeguard of the body
and of consequent pleasurable survival after death. The later evolution of magical practices,
while burdensome to life from the cradle to the grave, most effectually delivered them from the
religion of the tombs. The priests would inscribe the coffins with charm texts which were
believed to be protection against a "man's having his heart taken away from him in the nether
world." Presently a diverse assortment of these magical texts was collected and preserved as The
Book of the Dead. But in the Nile valley magical ritual early became involved with the realms of
conscience and character to a degree not often attained by the rituals of those days. And
subsequently these ethical and moral ideals, rather than elaborate tombs, were depended upon for
salvation.

P.1046 - §5 Amenemope functioned to conserve the ethics of evolution and the morals of
revelation and in his writings passed them on both to the Hebrews and to the Greeks. He was not
the greatest of the religious teachers of this age, but he was the most influential in that he colored
the subsequent thought of two vital links in the growth of Occidental civilization--the Hebrews,
among whom evolved the acme of Occidental religious faith, and the Greeks, who developed
pure philosophic thought to its greatest European heights.

P.1076 - §4 The Jewish religion persisted also because of its institutions. It is difficult for
religion to survive as the private practice of isolated individuals. This has ever been the error of
the religious leaders: Seeing the evils of institutionalized religion, they seek to destroy the
technique of group functioning. In place of destroying all ritual, they would do better to reform

it. In this respect Ezekiel was wiser than his contemporaries; though he joined with them in
insisting on personal moral responsibility, he also set about to establish the faithful observance of
a superior and purified ritual.

P.1083 - §5 In the end the nominal Christian faith dominated the Occident. Greek philosophy
supplied the concepts of ethical value; Mithraism, the ritual of worship observance; and
Christianity, as such, the technique for the conservation of moral and social values.

P.1097 - §4 Man cannot cause growth, but he can supply favorable conditions. Growth is always
unconscious, be it physical, intellectual, or spiritual. Love thus grows; it cannot be created,
manufactured, or purchased; it must grow. Evolution is a cosmic technique of growth. Social
growth cannot be secured by legislation, and moral growth is not had by improved
administration. Man may manufacture a machine, but its real value must be derived from human



culture and personal appreciation. Man's sole contribution to growth is the mobilization of the
total powers of his personality--living faith.

P.1105 - §3 Faith unites moral insight with conscientious discriminations of values, and the pre-
existent evolutionary sense of duty completes the ancestry of true religion. The experience of
religion eventually results in the certain consciousness of God and in the undoubted assurance of
the survival of the believing personality.

P.1107 - §3 True religion is an insight into reality, the faith-child of the moral consciousness, and
not a mere intellectual assent to any body of dogmatic doctrines. True religion consists in the
experience that "the Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God."
Religion consists not in theologic propositions but in spiritual insight and the sublimity of the
soul's trust.

P.1108 - §3 Through religious faith the soul of man reveals itself and demonstrates the potential
divinity of its emerging nature by the characteristic manner in which it induces the mortal
personality to react to certain trying intellectual and testing social situations. Genuine spiritual
faith (true moral consciousness) is revealed in that it:



1. Causes ethics and morals to progress despite inherent and adverse animalistic
tendencies.

2. Produces a sublime trust in the goodness of God even in the face of bitter
disappointment and crushing defeat.

3. Generates profound courage and confidence despite natural adversity and physical
calamity.

4. Exhibits inexplicable poise and sustaining tranquillity notwithstanding baffling
diseases and even acute physical suffering.

5. Maintains a mysterious poise and composure of personality in the face of maltreatment
and the rankest injustice.

6. Maintains a divine trust in ultimate victory in spite of the cruelties of seemingly blind
fate and the apparent utter indifference of natural forces to human welfare.

7. Persists in the unswerving belief in God despite all contrary demonstrations of logic
and successfully withstands all other intellectual sophistries.

8. Continues to exhibit undaunted faith in the soul's survival regardless of the deceptive
teachings of false science and the persuasive delusions of unsound philosophy.

9. Lives and triumphs irrespective of the crushing overload of the complex and partial
civilizations of modern times.

10. Contributes to the continued survival of altruism in spite of human selfishness, social
antagonisms, industrial greeds, and political maladjustments.

11. Steadfastly adheres to a sublime belief in universe unity and divine guidance
regardless of the perplexing presence of evil and sin.

12. Goes right on worshiping God in spite of anything and everything. Dares to declare,
"Even though he slay me, yet will I serve him."

P.1111 - §7 Moral will embraces decisions based on reasoned knowledge, augmented by
wisdom, and sanctioned by religious faith. Such choices are acts of moral nature and evidence
the existence of moral personality, the forerunner of morontia personality and eventually of true
spirit status.

P.1112 - §4 The teachings of Jesus constituted the first Urantian religion which so fully
embraced a harmonious co-ordination of knowledge, wisdom, faith, truth, and love as completely
and simultaneously to provide temporal tranquillity, intellectual certainty, moral enlightenment,
philosophic stability, ethical sensitivity, God-consciousness, and the positive assurance of



personal survival. The faith of Jesus pointed the way to finality of human salvation, to the
ultimate of mortal universe attainment, since it provided for:

1. Salvation from material fetters in the personal realization of sonship with God, who is
spirit.

2. Salvation from intellectual bondage: man shall know the truth, and the truth shall set
him free.

3. Salvation from spiritual blindness, the human realization of the fraternity of mortal
beings and the morontian awareness of the brotherhood of all universe creatures; the
service-discovery of spiritual reality and the ministry-revelation of the goodness of spirit
values.

4. Salvation from incompleteness of self through the attainment of the spirit levels of the
universe and through the eventual realization of the harmony of Havona and the
perfection of Paradise.

5. Salvation from self, deliverance from the limitations of self-consciousness through the
attainment of the cosmic levels of the Supreme mind and by co-ordination with the
attainments of all other self-conscious beings.

6. Salvation from time, the achievement of an eternal life of unending progression in
God-recognition and God-service.

7. Salvation from the finite, the perfected oneness with Deity in and through the Supreme
by which the creature attempts the transcendental discovery of the Ultimate on the
postfinaliter levels of the absonite.

P.1115 - §9 2. Religion creates for the human mind a spiritualized consciousness of divine reality
based on, and by faith derived from, antecedent concepts of moral values and co-ordinated with
superimposed concepts of spiritual values. Religion thereby becomes a censor of mortal affairs, a
form of glorified moral trust and confidence in reality, the enhanced realities of time and the
more enduring realities of eternity.

P.1116 - §1 Faith becomes the connection between moral consciousness and the spiritual concept
of enduring reality. Religion becomes the avenue of man's escape from the material limitations
of the temporal and natural world to the supernal realities of the eternal and spiritual world by
and through the technique of salvation, the progressive morontia transformation.

P.1118 - §3 This saving faith has its birth in the human heart when the moral consciousness of
man realizes that human values may be translated in mortal experience from the material to the
spiritual, from the human to the divine, from time to eternity.



P.1125 - §1 Though reason can always question faith, faith can always supplement both reason
and logic. Reason creates the probability which faith can transform into a moral certainty, even a
spiritual experience. God is the first truth and the last fact; therefore does all truth take origin in
him, while all facts exist relative to him. God is absolute truth. As truth one may know God, but
to understand--to explain--God, one must explore the fact of the universe of universes. The vast
gulf between the experience of the truth of God and ignorance as to the fact of God can be
bridged only by living faith. Reason alone cannot achieve harmony between infinite truth and
universal fact.

P.1127 - §6 Regarding the status of any religion in the evolutionary scale, it may best be judged
by its moral judgments and its ethical standards. The higher the type of any religion, the more it
encourages and is encouraged by a constantly improving social morality and ethical culture. We
cannot judge religion by the status of its accompanying civilization; we had better estimate the
real nature of a civilization by the purity and nobility of its religion. Many of the world's most
notable religious teachers have been virtually unlettered. The wisdom of the world is not
necessary to an exercise of saving faith in eternal realities.

P.1132 - §5 Man evolved through the superstitions of mana, magic, nature worship, spirit fear,
and animal worship to the various ceremonials whereby the religious attitude of the individual
became the group reactions of the clan. And then these ceremonies became focalized and
crystallized into tribal beliefs, and eventually these fears and faiths became personalized into
gods. But in all of this religious evolution the moral element was never wholly absent. The
impulse of the God within man was always potent. And these powerful influences--one human
and the other divine--insured the survival of religion throughout the vicissitudes of the ages and
that notwithstanding it was so often threatened with extinction by a thousand subversive
tendencies and hostile antagonisms.

P.1459 - §5 But truth can never become man's possession without the exercise of faith. This is
true because man's thoughts, wisdom, ethics, and ideals will never rise higher than his faith, his
sublime hope. And all such true faith is predicated on profound reflection, sincere self-criticism,
and uncompromising moral consciousness. Faith is the inspiration of the spiritized creative
imagination.

P.1573 - §8 The faith and the love of these beatitudes strengthen moral character and create
happiness. Fear and anger weaken character and destroy happiness. This momentous sermon
started out upon the note of happiness.

P.1653 - §2 "This transformed woman whom some of you saw at Simon's house today is, at this
moment, living on a level which is vastly below that of Simon and his well-meaning associates;
but while these Pharisees are occupied with the false progress of the illusion of traversing
deceptive circles of meaningless ceremonial services, this woman has, in dead earnest, started
out on the long and eventful search for God, and her path toward heaven is not blocked by
spiritual pride and moral self-satisfaction. The woman is, humanly speaking, much farther away
from God than Simon, but her soul is in progressive motion; she is on the way toward an eternal
goal. There are present in this woman tremendous spiritual possibilities for the future. Some of
you may not stand high in actual levels of soul and spirit, but you are making daily progress on



the living way opened up, through faith, to God. There are tremendous possibilities in each of
you for the future. Better by far to have a small but living and growing faith than to be possessed
of a great intellect with its dead stores of worldly wisdom and spiritual unbelief."

P.1987 - §5 If Pontius Pilate had not been a reasonably good governor of the minor provinces,
Tiberius would hardly have suffered him to remain as procurator of Judea for ten years.
Although he was a fairly good administrator, he was a moral coward. He was not a big enough
man to comprehend the nature of his task as governor of the Jews. He failed to grasp the fact that
these Hebrews had a real religion, a faith for which they were willing to die, and that millions
upon millions of them, scattered here and there throughout the empire, looked to Jerusalem as
the shrine of their faith and held the Sanhedrin in respect as the highest tribunal on earth.

P.2018 - §4 On millions of inhabited worlds, tens of trillions of evolving creatures who may have
been tempted to give up the moral struggle and abandon the good fight of faith, have taken one
more look at Jesus on the cross and then have forged on ahead, inspired by the sight of God's
laying down his incarnate life in devotion to the unselfish service of man.

P.2076 - §6 Scientists have unintentionally precipitated mankind into a materialistic panic; they
have started an unthinking run on the moral bank of the ages, but this bank of human experience
has vast spiritual resources; it can stand the demands being made upon it. Only unthinking men
become panicky about the spiritual assets of the human race. When the materialistic-secular
panic is over, the religion of Jesus will not be found bankrupt. The spiritual bank of the kingdom
of heaven will be paying out faith, hope, and moral security to all who draw upon it "in His
name."

P.2088 - §2 The all-consuming and indomitable spiritual faith of Jesus never became fanatical,
for it never attempted to run away with his well-balanced intellectual judgments concerning the
proportional values of practical and commonplace social, economic, and moral life situations.
The Son of Man was a splendidly unified human personality; he was a perfectly endowed divine
being; he was also magnificently co-ordinated as a combined human and divine being
functioning on earth as a single personality. Always did the Master co-ordinate the faith of the
soul with the wisdom-appraisals of seasoned experience. Personal faith, spiritual hope, and moral
devotion were always correlated in a matchless religious unity of harmonious association with
the keen realization of the reality and sacredness of all human loyalties--personal honor, family
love, religious obligation, social duty, and economic necessity.

P.2088 - §5 Jesus brought to God, as a man of the realm, the greatest of all offerings: the
consecration and dedication of his own will to the majestic service of doing the divine will. Jesus
always and consistently interpreted religion wholly in terms of the Father's will. When you study
the career of the Master, as concerns prayer or any other feature of the religious life, look not so
much for what he taught as for what he did. Jesus never prayed as a religious duty. To him
prayer was a sincere expression of spiritual attitude, a declaration of soul loyalty, a recital of
personal devotion, an expression of thanksgiving, an avoidance of emotional tension, a
prevention of conflict, an exaltation of intellection, an ennoblement of desire, a vindication of
moral decision, an enrichment of thought, an invigoration of higher inclinations, a consecration
of impulse, a clarification of viewpoint, a declaration of faith, a transcendental surrender of will,



a sublime assertion of confidence, a revelation of courage, the proclamation of discovery, a
confession of supreme devotion, the validation of consecration, a technique for the adjustment of
difficulties, and the mighty mobilization of the combined soul powers to withstand all human
tendencies toward selfishness, evil, and sin. He lived just such a life of prayerful consecration to
the doing of his Father's will and ended his life triumphantly with just such a prayer. The secret
of his unparalleled religious life was this consciousness of the presence of God; and he attained it
by intelligent prayer and sincere worship--unbroken communion with God--and not by leadings,
voices, visions, or extraordinary religious practices.

P.2090 - §3 The time is ripe to witness the figurative resurrection of the human Jesus from his
burial tomb amidst the theological traditions and the religious dogmas of nineteen centuries.
Jesus of Nazareth must not be longer sacrificed to even the splendid concept of the glorified
Christ. What a transcendent service if, through this revelation, the Son of Man should be
recovered from the tomb of traditional theology and be presented as the living Jesus to the
church that bears his name, and to all other religions! Surely the Christian fellowship of believers
will not hesitate to make such adjustments of faith and of practices of living as will enable it to
"follow after" the Master in the demonstration of his real life of religious devotion to the doing
of his Father's will and of consecration to the unselfish service of man. Do professed Christians
fear the exposure of a self-sufficient and unconsecrated fellowship of social respectability and
selfish economic maladjustment? Does institutional Christianity fear the possible jeopardy, or
even the overthrow, of traditional ecclesiastical authority if the Jesus of Galilee is reinstated in
the minds and souls of mortal men as the ideal of personal religious living? Indeed, the social
readjustments, the economic transformations, the moral rejuvenations, and the religious revisions
of Christian civilization would be drastic and revolutionary if the living religion of Jesus should
suddenly supplant the theologic religion about Jesus.

P.2095 - §3 The Hebrews had a religion of moral sublimity; the Greeks evolved a religion of
beauty; Paul and his conferees founded a religion of faith, hope, and charity. Jesus revealed and
exemplified a religion of love: security in the Father's love, with joy and satisfaction consequent
upon sharing this love in the service of the human brotherhood.



