GRIEVANCES — GRUDGE

P.1445 - §5 "Love your neighbor as yourself; bear a grudge against no man. Whatsoever you
hate do to no man. Love your brother, for the Lord has said: I will love my children freely.' The
path of the just is as a shining light which shines more and more until the perfect day. They who
are wise shall shine as the brightness of

P.1453 - §2 "A wise man is occupied with the search for truth, not in seeking for a mere living.
To attain the perfection of Heaven is the goal of man. The superior man is given to self-
adjustment, and he is free from anxiety and fear. God is with you; have no doubt in your heart.
Every good deed has its recompense. The superior man murmurs not against Heaven nor holds a
grudge against men. What you do not like when done to yourself, do not to others. Let
compassion be a part of all punishment; in every way endeavor to make punishment a blessing.
Such is the way of Great Heaven. While all creatures must die and return to the earth, the spirit
of the noble man goes forth to be displayed on high and to ascend to the glorious light of final
brightness."

P.1562 - §2 In the councils of the twelve Thomas was always cautious, advocating a policy of
safety first, but if his conservatism was voted down or overruled, he was always the first
fearlessly to move out in execution of the program decided upon. Again and again would he
stand out against some project as being foolhardy and presumptuous; he would debate to the
bitter end, but when Andrew would put the proposition to a vote, and after the twelve would
elect to do that which he had so strenuously opposed, Thomas was the first to say, "Let's go!" He
was a good loser. He did not hold grudges nor nurse wounded feelings. Time and again did he
oppose letting Jesus expose himself to danger, but when the Master would decide to take such
risks, always was it Thomas who rallied the apostles with his courageous words, "Come on,
comrades, let's go and die with him."

P.1579 - §7 He never ceased to warn his disciples against the evil practice of retaliation; he
made no allowance for revenge, the idea of getting even. He deplored the holding of grudges. He
disallowed the idea of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. He discountenanced the whole
concept of private and personal revenge, assigning these matters to civil government, on the one
hand, and to the judgment of God, on the other. He made it clear to the three that his teachings
applied to the individual, not the state. He summarized his instructions up to that time regarding
these matters, as:

Love your enemies--remember the moral claims of human brotherhood.

The futility of evil: A wrong is not righted by vengeance. Do not make the mistake of

fighting evil with its own weapons.

Have faith--confidence in the eventual triumph of divine justice and eternal goodness.

P.1590 - §3 Jesus portrayed conquest by sacrifice, the sacrifice of pride and selfishness. By
showing mercy, he meant to portray spiritual deliverance from all grudges, grievances, anger,
and the lust for selfish power and revenge. And when he said, "Resist not evil," he later
explained that he did not mean to condone sin or to counsel fraternity with iniquity. He intended
the more to teach forgiveness, to "resist not evil treatment of one's personality, evil injury to
one's feelings of personal dignity."



P.1740 - §4 The measure of the spiritual capacity of the evolving soul is your faith in truth and
your love for man, but the measure of your human strength of character is your ability to resist
the holding of grudges and your capacity to withstand brooding in the face of deep sorrow.
Defeat is the true mirror in which you may honestly view your real self.

P.1898 - §5 "Your inability or unwillingness to forgive your fellows is the measure of your
immaturity, your failure to attain adult sympathy, understanding, and love. You hold grudges and
nurse vengefulness in direct proportion to your ignorance of the inner nature and true longings of
your children and your fellow beings. Love is the outworking of the divine and inner urge of life.
It is founded on understanding, nurtured by unselfish service, and perfected in wisdom."

P.2019 - §3 When thinking men and women look upon Jesus as he offers up his life on the cross,
they will hardly again permit themselves to complain at even the severest hardships of life, much
less at petty harassments and their many purely fictitious grievances. His life was so glorious and
his death so triumphant that we are all enticed to a willingness to share both. There is true
drawing power in the whole bestowal of Michael, from the days of his youth to this
overwhelming spectacle of his death on the cross.

P.2055 - §5 As we look back upon this tragedy, we conceive that Judas went wrong, primarily,
because he was very markedly an isolated personality, a personality shut in and away from
ordinary social contacts. He persistently refused to confide in, or freely fraternize with, his
fellow apostles. But his being an isolated type of personality would not, in and of itself, have
wrought such mischief for Judas had it not been that he also failed to increase in love and grow
in spiritual grace. And then, as if to make a bad matter worse, he persistently harbored grudges
and fostered such psychologic enemies as revenge and the generalized craving to "get even" with
somebody for all his disappointments.

P.2056 - §6 4. He [Judas] was given to holding grudges; he was always entertaining the idea of
revenge.



