
HOLY (all references) 
 
P.39 - §2 The Creators are the very first to attempt to save man from the disastrous results of his 
foolish transgression of the divine laws. God's love is by nature a fatherly affection; therefore 
does he sometimes "chasten us for our own profit, that we may be partakers of his holiness." 
Even during your fiery trials remember that "in all our afflictions he is afflicted with us." 
 
P.75 - §1 The Son not only possesses all the Father's infinite and transcendent righteousness, but 
the Son is also reflective of all the Father's holiness of character. The Son shares the Father's 
perfection and jointly shares the responsibility of aiding all creatures of imperfection in their 
spiritual efforts to attain divine perfection. 
 
P.95 - §6 In your sacred writings the term Spirit of God seems to be used interchangeably to 
designate both the Infinite Spirit on Paradise and the Creative Spirit of your local universe. The 
Holy Spirit is the spiritual circuit of this Creative Daughter of the Paradise Infinite Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is a circuit indigenous to each local universe and is confined to the spiritual realm of 
that creation; but the Infinite Spirit is omnipresent. 
 
P.96 - §3 Do not allow the widespread bestowal and the far-flung distribution of the Third 
Source and Center to obscure or otherwise detract from the fact of his personality. The Infinite 
Spirit is a universe presence, an eternal action, a cosmic power, a holy influence, and a universal 
mind; he is all of these and infinitely more, but he is also a true and divine personality. 
 
P.100 - §7 The presence of the universal spirit of the Eternal Son we know--we can unmistakably 
recognize it. The presence of the Infinite Spirit, the Third Person of Deity, even mortal man may 
know, for material creatures can actually experience the beneficence of this divine influence 
which functions as the Holy Spirit of local universe bestowal upon the races of mankind. Human 
beings can also in some degree become conscious of the Adjuster, the impersonal presence of the 
Universal Father. These divine spirits which work for man's uplifting and spiritualization all act 
in unison and in perfect co-operation. They are as one in the spiritual operation of the plans of 
mortal ascension and perfection attainment. 
 
P.120 - §4 On upper Paradise there are three grand spheres of activity, the Deity presence, the 
Most Holy Sphere, and the Holy Area. The vast region immediately surrounding the presence of 
the Deities is set aside as the Most Holy Sphere and is reserved for the functions of worship, 
trinitization, and high spiritual attainment. There are no material structures nor purely intellectual 
creations in this zone; they could not exist there. It is useless for me to undertake to portray to the 
human mind the divine nature and the beauteous grandeur of the Most Holy Sphere of Paradise. 
This realm is wholly spiritual, and you are almost wholly material. A purely spiritual reality is, to 
a purely material being, apparently nonexistent. 
 
P.120 - §5 While there are no physical materializations in the area of the Most Holy, there are 
abundant souvenirs of your material days in the Holy Land sectors and still more in the 
reminiscent historic areas of peripheral Paradise. 
 



P.120 - §6 The Holy Area, the outlying or residential region, is divided into seven concentric 
zones. Paradise is sometimes called "the Father's House" since it is his eternal residence, and 
these seven zones are often designated "the Father's Paradise mansions." The inner or first zone 
is occupied by Paradise Citizens and the natives of Havona who may chance to be dwelling on 
Paradise. The next or second zone is the residential area of the natives of the seven 
superuniverses of time and space. This second zone is in part subdivided into seven immense 
divisions, the Paradise home of the spirit beings and ascendant creatures who hail from the 
universes of evolutionary progression. Each of these sectors is exclusively dedicated to the 
welfare and advancement of the personalities of a single superuniverse, but these facilities are 
almost infinitely beyond the requirements of the present seven superuniverses. 
 
P.121 - §1 Each of the seven sectors of Paradise is subdivided into residential units suitable for 
the lodgment headquarters of one billion glorified individual working groups. One thousand of 
these units constitute a division. One hundred thousand divisions equal one congregation. Ten 
million congregations constitute an assembly. One billion assemblies make one grand unit. And 
this ascending series continues through the second grand unit, the third, and so on to the seventh 
grand unit. And seven of the grand units make up the master units, and seven of the master units 
constitute a superior unit; and thus by sevens the ascending series expands through the superior, 
supersuperior, celestial, supercelestial, to the supreme units. But even this does not utilize all the 
space available. This staggering number of residential designations on Paradise, a number 
beyond your concept, occupies considerably less than one per cent of the assigned area of the 
Holy Land. There is still plenty of room for those who are on their way inward, even for those 
who shall not start the Paradise climb until the times of the eternal future. 
 
P.148 - §3 The Trinity-origin beings do not fully share the Father's worlds; they have their sole 
homes on the Isle of Paradise in close proximity to the Most Holy Sphere. They often appear on 
Ascendington, the "bosom of the Father-Son-Spirit," where they fraternize with their brethren 
who have come up from the lowly worlds of space. 
 
P.177 - §12 2. The circuit of the Divine Ministers, the local universe Mother Spirits, the Holy 
Spirit of your world. 
 
P.190 - §7 5. The bestowal of the ministry spirit of a local universe Creative Spirit, known on 
Urantia as the Holy Spirit. 
 
P.313 - §4 So it is with mortal man: The Mother Spirit of Salvington knows you fully, for the 
Holy Spirit on your world "searches all things," and whatsoever the divine Spirit knows of you is 
immediately available whenever the secoraphic discerners reflect with the Spirit concerning the 
Spirit's knowledge of you. It should, however, be mentioned that the knowledge and plans of the 
Father fragments are not reflectible. The discerners can and do reflect the presence of the 
Adjusters (and the Censors pronounce them divine), but they cannot decipher the content of the 
mindedness of the Mystery Monitors. 
 
P.377 - §7 2. The spirit circuit of the Divine Minister, the Holy Spirit. 
 



P.378 - §1 The Universe Mother Spirit, however, never leaves the local universe headquarters 
world. The spirit of the Creator Son may and does function independently of the personal 
presence of the Son, but not so with her personal spirit. The Holy Spirit of the Divine Minister 
would become nonfunctional if her personal presence should be removed from Salvington. Her 
spirit presence seems to be fixed on the universe headquarters world, and it is this very fact that 
enables the spirit of the Creator Son to function independently of the whereabouts of the Son. 
The Universe Mother Spirit acts as the universe focus and center of the Spirit of Truth as well as 
of her own personal influence, the Holy Spirit. 
 
P.379 - §4 When mind is thus endowed with the ministry of the Holy Spirit, it possesses the 
capacity for (consciously or unconsciously) choosing the spiritual presence of the Universal 
Father--the Thought Adjuster. But it is not until a bestowal Son has liberated the Spirit of Truth 
for planetary ministry to all mortals that all normal minds are automatically prepared for the 
reception of the Thought Adjusters. The Spirit of Truth works as one with the presence of the 
spirit of the Divine Minister. This dual spirit liaison hovers over the worlds, seeking to teach 
truth and to spiritually enlighten the minds of men, to inspire the souls of the creatures of the 
ascending races, and to lead the peoples dwelling on the evolutionary planets ever towards their 
Paradise goal of divine destiny. 
 
P.379 - §5 Though the Spirit of Truth is poured out upon all flesh, this spirit of the Son is almost 
wholly limited in function and power by man's personal reception of that which constitutes the 
sum and substance of the mission of the bestowal Son. The Holy Spirit is partly independent of 
human attitude and partially conditioned by the decisions and co-operation of the will of man. 
Nevertheless, the ministry of the Holy Spirit becomes increasingly effective in the sanctification 
and spiritualization of the inner life of those mortals who the more fully obey the divine leadings. 
 
P.380 - §1 The presence of the Holy Spirit of the Universe Daughter of the Infinite Spirit, of the 
Spirit of Truth of the Universe Son of the Eternal Son, and of the Adjuster-spirit of the Paradise 
Father in or with an evolutionary mortal, denotes symmetry of spiritual endowment and ministry 
and qualifies such a mortal consciously to realize the faith-fact of sonship with God. 
 
P.380 - §7 The dead theory of even the highest religious doctrines is powerless to transform 
human character or to control mortal behavior. What the world of today needs is the truth which 
your teacher of old declared: "Not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit." The 
seed of theoretical truth is dead, the highest moral concepts without effect, unless and until the 
divine Spirit breathes upon the forms of truth and quickens the formulas of righteousness. 
 
P.381 - §7 The consciousness of the spirit domination of a human life is presently attended by an 
increasing exhibition of the characteristics of the Spirit in the life reactions of such a spirit-led 
mortal, "for the fruits of the spirit are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and temperance." Such spirit-guided and divinely illuminated mortals, while 
they yet tread the lowly paths of toil and in human faithfulness perform the duties of their earthly 
assignments, have already begun to discern the lights of eternal life as they glimmer on the 
faraway shores of another world; already have they begun to comprehend the reality of that 
inspiring and comforting truth, "The kingdom of God is not meat and drink but righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit." And throughout every trial and in the presence of every 



hardship, spirit-born souls are sustained by that hope which transcends all fear because the love 
of God is shed abroad in all hearts by the presence of the divine Spirit. 
 
P.403 - §4 The adjutant mind-spirits are in no manner directly related to the diverse and highly 
spiritual function of the spirit of the personal presence of the Divine Minister, the Holy Spirit of 
the inhabited worlds; but they are functionally antecedent to, and preparatory for, the appearance 
of this very spirit in evolutionary man. The adjutants afford the Universe Mother Spirit a varied 
contact with, and control over, the material living creatures of a local universe, but they do not 
repercuss in the Supreme Being when acting on prepersonality levels. 
 
P.430 - §1 2. The Voice of Mercy. Mercy is the keynote of seraphic service and angelic ministry. 
It is therefore fitting that there should be a corps of angels who, in a special manner, portray 
mercy. These seraphim are the real mercy ministers of the local universes. They are the inspired 
leaders who foster the higher impulses and holier emotions of men and angels. The directors of 
these legions are now always completion seraphim who are also graduate guardians of mortal 
destiny; that is, each angelic pair has guided at least one soul of animal origin during the life in 
the flesh and has subsequently traversed the circles of Seraphington and has been mustered into 
the Seraphic Corps of Completion. 
 
P.454 - §2 Thus, in the final analysis, it would be hardly proper to use the words "greater" or 
"lesser" in contrasting the destinies of the ascending orders of sonship. Every such son of God 
shares the fatherhood of God, and God loves each of his creature sons alike; he is no more a 
respecter of ascendant destinies than is he of the creatures who may attain such destinies. The 
Father loves each of his sons, and that affection is not less than true, holy, divine, unlimited, 
eternal, and unique--a love bestowed upon this son and upon that son, individually, personally, 
and exclusively. And such a love utterly eclipses all other facts. Sonship is the supreme 
relationship of the creature to the Creator. 
 
P.488 - §5 The Psalmist knew that Edentia was ruled by three Constellation Fathers and 
accordingly spoke of their abode in the plural: "There is a river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the most holy place of the tabernacles of the Most Highs." 
 
P.489 - §4 The most holy mount of assembly is the dwelling place of the Faithful of Days, the 
representative of the Paradise Trinity who functions on Edentia. 
 
P.489 - §7 The most holy mount is exquisitely beautiful and marvelously appointed, but the 
actual residence of the Paradise Son is modest in comparison with the central abode of the Most 
Highs and the surrounding seventy structures comprising the residential unit of the Vorondadek 
Sons. These appointments are exclusively residential; they are entirely separate from the 
extensive administrative headquarters buildings wherein the affairs of the constellation are 
transacted. 
 
P.492 - §3 Centrally located in this magnificent garden is the worship shrine of the Most Highs. 
The Psalmist must have known something about these things, for he wrote: "Who shall ascend 
the hill of the Most Highs? Who shall stand in this holy place? He who has clean hands and a 
pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to vanity nor sworn deceitfully." At this shrine the Most 



Highs, on every tenth day of relaxation, lead all Edentia in the worshipful contemplation of God 
the Supreme. 
 
P.600 - §2 It is the mortals of such an age who are described as "a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, an exalted people; and you shall show forth the praises of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into this marvelous light." 
 
P.601 - §3 Lucifer was not an ascendant being; he was a created Son of the local universe, and of 
him it was said: "You were perfect in all your ways from the day you were created till 
unrighteousness was found in you." Many times had he been in counsel with the Most Highs of 
Edentia. And Lucifer reigned "upon the holy mountain of God," the administrative mount of 
Jerusem, for he was the chief executive of a great system of 607 inhabited worlds. 
 
P.622 - §1 The presence of a morontia temple at the capital of an inhabited world is the 
certificate of the admission of such a sphere to the settled ages of light and life. Before the 
Teacher Sons leave a world at the conclusion of their terminal mission, they inaugurate this final 
epoch of evolutionary attainment; they preside on that day when the "holy temple comes down 
upon earth." This event, signalizing the dawn of the era of light and life, is always honored by 
the personal presence of the Paradise bestowal Son of that planet, who comes to witness this 
great day. There in this temple of unparalleled beauty, this bestowal Son of Paradise proclaims 
the long-time Planetary Prince as the new Planetary Sovereign and invests such a faithful 
Lanonandek Son with new powers and extended authority over planetary affairs. The System 
Sovereign is also present and speaks in confirmation of these pronouncements. 
 
P.630 - §7 The Adjusters continue to come as in former evolutionary eras, and as the epochs 
pass, these mortals are increasingly able to commune with the indwelling Father fragment. 
During the embryonic and prespiritual stages of development the adjutant mind-spirits are still 
functioning. The Holy Spirit and the ministry of angels are even more effective as the successive 
epochs of settled life are experienced. In the fourth stage of light and life the advanced mortals 
seem to experience considerable conscious contact with the spirit presence of the Master Spirit of 
superuniverse jurisdiction, while the philosophy of such a world is focused upon the attempt to 
comprehend the new revelations of God the Supreme. More than one half of the human 
inhabitants on planets of this advanced status experience translation to the morontia state from 
among the living. Even so, "old things are passing away; behold, all things are becoming new." 
 
P.639 - §3 No matter on what level of universe activities you may encounter spiritual phenomena 
or contact with spirit beings, you may know that they are all derived from the God who is spirit 
by the ministry of the Spirit Son and the Infinite Mind Spirit. And this far-flung spirit functions 
as a phenomenon on the evolutionary worlds of time as it is directed from the headquarters of the 
local universes. From these capitals of the Creator Sons come the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of 
Truth, together with the ministry of the adjutant mind-spirits, to the lower and evolving levels of 
material minds. 
 
P.785 - §4 The practice of declaring war represented great progress. Such declarations of 
intention to fight betokened the arrival of a sense of fairness, and this was followed by the 
gradual development of the rules of "civilized" warfare. Very early it became the custom not to 



fight near religious sites and, still later, not to fight on certain holy days. Next came the general 
recognition of the right of asylum; political fugitives received protection. 
 
P.790 - §2 The early fetish king was often kept in seclusion; he was regarded as too sacred to be 
viewed except on feast days and holy days. Ordinarily a representative was chosen to 
impersonate him, and this is the origin of prime ministers. The first cabinet officer was a food 
administrator; others shortly followed. Rulers soon appointed representatives to be in charge of 
commerce and religion; and the development of a cabinet was a direct step toward 
depersonalization of executive authority. These assistants of the early kings became the accepted 
nobility, and the king's wife gradually rose to the dignity of queen as women came to be held in 
higher esteem. 
 
P.795 - §3 The Old Testament records one of these ordeals, a marital guilt test: If a man 
suspected his wife of being untrue to him, he took her to the priest and stated his suspicions, after 
which the priest would prepare a concoction consisting of holy water and sweepings from the 
temple floor. After due ceremony, including threatening curses, the accused wife was made to 
drink the nasty potion. If she was guilty, "the water that causes the curse shall enter into her and 
become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thighs shall rot, and the woman shall be 
accursed among her people." If, by any chance, any woman could quaff this filthy draught and 
not show symptoms of physical illness, she was acquitted of the charges made by her jealous 
husband. 
 
P.834 - §7 The bodies of Adam and Eve gave forth a shimmer of light, but they always wore 
clothing in conformity with the custom of their associates. Though wearing very little during the 
day, at eventide they donned night wraps. The origin of the traditional halo encircling the heads 
of supposed pious and holy men dates back to the days of Adam and Eve. Since the light 
emanations of their bodies were so largely obscured by clothing, only the radiating glow from 
their heads was discernible. The descendants of Adamson always thus portrayed their concept of 
individuals believed to be extraordinary in spiritual development. 
 
P.925 - §2 Fire and water were always considered the best means of resisting ghosts and evil 
spirits; hence altar fires and lighted candles, as well as the baptismal sprinkling of holy water, 
were usually in evidence at weddings. For a long time it was customary to set a false wedding 
day and then suddenly postpone the event so as to put the ghosts and spirits off the track. 
 
P.935 - §6 Childbearing was once generally looked upon as rendering a woman dangerous and 
unclean. And many tribal mores decreed that a mother must undergo extensive purification 
ceremonies subsequent to the birth of a child. Except among those groups where the husband 
participated in the lying-in, the expectant mother was shunned, left alone. The ancients even 
avoided having a child born in the house. Finally, the old women were permitted to attend the 
mother during labor, and this practice gave origin to the profession of midwifery. During labor, 
scores of foolish things were said and done in an effort to facilitate delivery. It was the custom to 
sprinkle the newborn with holy water to prevent ghost interference. 
 
P.945 - §3 Hill worship followed stone worship, and the first hills to be venerated were large 
stone formations. It presently became the custom to believe that the gods inhabited the 



mountains, so that high elevations of land were worshiped for this additional reason. As time 
passed, certain mountains were associated with certain gods and therefore became holy. The 
ignorant and superstitious aborigines believed that caves led to the underworld, with its evil 
spirits and demons, in contrast with the mountains, which were identified with the later evolving 
concepts of good spirits and deities. 
 
P.948 - §2 Early man regarded all unusual persons as superhuman, and he so feared such beings 
as to hold them in reverential awe; to some degree he literally worshiped them. Even having 
twins was regarded as being either very lucky or very unlucky. Lunatics, epileptics, and the 
feeble-minded were often worshiped by their normal-minded fellows, who believed that such 
abnormal beings were indwelt by the gods. Priests, kings, and prophets were worshiped; the holy 
men of old were looked upon as inspired by the deities. 
 
P.955 - §1 Primitive men thought that the soul was associated with the breath, and that its 
qualities could be imparted or transferred by the breath. The brave chief would breathe upon the 
newborn child, thereby imparting courage. Among early Christians the ceremony of bestowing 
the Holy Spirit was accompanied by breathing on the candidates. Said the Psalmist: "By the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth." It 
was long the custom of the eldest son to try to catch the last breath of his dying father. 
 
P.964 - §11 Water was regarded as the best protection against ghosts. Holy water was superior to 
all other forms, water in which the priests had washed their feet. Both fire and water were 
believed to constitute impassable barriers to ghosts. The Romans carried water three times 
around the corpse; in the twentieth century the body is sprinkled with holy water, and hand 
washing at the cemetery is still a Jewish ritual. Baptism was a feature of the later water ritual; 
primitive bathing was a religious ceremony. Only in recent times has bathing become a sanitary 
practice. 
 
P.967 - §4 The first fetishes were peculiarly marked pebbles, and "sacred stones" have ever since 
been sought by man; a string of beads was once a collection of sacred stones, a battery of 
charms. Many tribes had fetish stones, but few have survived as have the Kaaba and the Stone of 
Scone. Fire and water were also among the early fetishes, and fire worship, together with belief 
in holy water, still survives. 
 
P.969 - §6 The practice of opening one of these sacred books to let the eye chance upon a 
passage, the following of which may determine important life decisions or projects, is nothing 
more nor less than arrant fetishism. To take an oath on a "holy book" or to swear by some object 
of supreme veneration is a form of refined fetishism. 
 
P.972 - §4 Gesture, being older than speech, was the more holy and magical, and mimicry was 
believed to have strong magical power. The red men often staged a buffalo dance in which one 
of their number would play the part of a buffalo and, in being caught, would insure the success of 
the impending hunt. The sex festivities of May Day were simply imitative magic, a suggestive 
appeal to the sex passions of the plant world. The doll was first employed as a magic talisman by 
the barren wife. 
 



P.974 - §5 Among the earliest prohibitions were restrictions on the appropriation of women and 
other property. As religion began to play a larger part in the evolution of the taboo, the article 
resting under ban was regarded as unclean, subsequently as unholy. The records of the Hebrews 
are full of the mention of things clean and unclean, holy and unholy, but their beliefs along these 
lines were far less cumbersome and extensive than were those of many other peoples. 
 
P.992 - §4 Words become a part of ritual, such as the use of terms like amen and selah. The habit 
of swearing, profanity, represents a prostitution of former ritualistic repetition of holy names. 
The making of pilgrimages to sacred shrines is a very ancient ritual. The ritual next grew into 
elaborate ceremonies of purification, cleansing, and sanctification. The initiation ceremonies of 
the primitive tribal secret societies were in reality a crude religious rite. The worship technique 
of the olden mystery cults was just one long performance of accumulated religious ritual. Ritual 
finally developed into the modern types of social ceremonials and religious worship, services 
embracing prayer, song, responsive reading, and other individual and group spiritual devotions. 
 
P.994 - §6 The function of early evolutionary religion is to conserve and augment the essential 
social, moral, and spiritual values which are slowly taking form. This mission of religion is not 
consciously observed by mankind, but it is chiefly effected by the function of prayer. The 
practice of prayer represents the unintended, but nonetheless personal and collective, effort of 
any group to secure (to actualize) this conservation of higher values. But for the safeguarding of 
prayer, all holy days would speedily revert to the status of mere holidays. 
 
P.999 - §2 Prayer is the technique whereby, sooner or later, every religion becomes 
institutionalized. And in time prayer becomes associated with numerous secondary agencies, 
some helpful, others decidedly deleterious, such as priests, holy books, worship rituals, and 
ceremonials. 
 
P.1003 - §4 3. The Holy Spirit--this is the initial supermind bestowal, and it unfailingly appears 
in all bona fide human personalities. This ministry to a worship-craving and wisdom-desiring 
mind creates the capacity to self-realize the postulate of human survival, both in theologic 
concept and as an actual and factual personality experience. 
 
P.1004 - §1 Religion arises as a biologic reaction of mind to spiritual beliefs and the 
environment; it is the last thing to perish or change in a race. Religion is society's adjustment, in 
any age, to that which is mysterious. As a social institution it embraces rites, symbols, cults, 
scriptures, altars, shrines, and temples. Holy water, relics, fetishes, charms, vestments, bells, 
drums, and priesthoods are common to all religions. And it is impossible entirely to divorce 
purely evolved religion from either magic or sorcery. 
 
P.1004 - §6 When modern man wonders at the presentation of so much in the scriptures of 
different religions that may be regarded as obscene, he should pause to consider that passing 
generations have feared to eliminate what their ancestors deemed to be holy and sacred. A great 
deal that one generation might look upon as obscene, preceding generations have considered a 
part of their accepted mores, even as approved religious rituals. A considerable amount of 
religious controversy has been occasioned by the never-ending attempts to reconcile olden but 



reprehensible practices with newly advanced reason, to find plausible theories in justification of 
creedal perpetuation of ancient and outworn customs. 
 
P.1038 - §6 These simple-minded Tibetans would not wholly give up their ancient magic and 
charms. Examination of the religious ceremonials of present-day Tibetan rituals reveals an 
overgrown brotherhood of priests with shaven heads who practice an elaborate ritual embracing 
bells, chants, incense, processionals, rosaries, images, charms, pictures, holy water, gorgeous 
vestments, and elaborate choirs. They have rigid dogmas and crystallized creeds, mystic rites and 
special fasts. Their hierarchy embraces monks, nuns, abbots, and the Grand Lama. They pray to 
angels, saints, a Holy Mother, and the gods. They practice confessions and believe in purgatory. 
Their monasteries are extensive and their cathedrals magnificent. They keep up an endless 
repetition of sacred rituals and believe that such ceremonials bestow salvation. Prayers are 
fastened to a wheel, and with its turning they believe the petitions become efficacious. Among 
no other people of modern times can be found the observance of so much from so many 
religions; and it is inevitable that such a cumulative liturgy would become inordinately 
cumbersome and intolerably burdensome. 
 
P.1049 - §5 This founder of a new religion was a virile and adventurous youth, who, on his first 
pilgrimage to Ur in Mesopotamia, had learned of the traditions of the Caligastia and the Lucifer 
rebellion--along with many other traditions--all of which had made a strong appeal to his 
religious nature. Accordingly, as the result of a dream while in Ur, he settled upon a program of 
returning to his northern home to undertake the remodeling of the religion of his people. He had 
imbibed the Hebraic idea of a God of justice, the Mosaic concept of divinity. The idea of a 
supreme God was clear in his mind, and he set down all other gods as devils, consigned them to 
the ranks of the demons of which he had heard in Mesopotamia. He had learned of the story of 
the Seven Master Spirits as the tradition lingered in Ur, and, accordingly, he created a galaxy of 
seven supreme gods with Ahura-Mazda at its head. These subordinate gods he associated with 
the idealization of Right Law, Good Thought, Noble Government, Holy Character, Health, and 
Immortality. 
 
P.1053 - §7 6. Sundry names. The Semites disliked to speak the name of their Deity, and they 
therefore resorted to numerous appellations from time to time, such as: The Spirit of God, The 
Lord, The Angel of the Lord, The Almighty, The Holy One, The Most High, Adonai, The 
Ancient of Days, The Lord God of Israel, The Creator of Heaven and Earth, Kyrios, Jah, The 
Lord of Hosts, and The Father in Heaven. 
 
P.1056 - §6 The fact that Yahweh was the god of the fleeing Hebrews explains why they tarried 
so long before the holy mountain of Sinai, and why they there received the Ten Commandments 
which Moses promulgated in the name of Yahweh, the god of Horeb. During this lengthy 
sojourn before Sinai the religious ceremonials of the newly evolving Hebrew worship were 
further perfected. 
 
P.1059 - §4 Desperately Joshua sought to hold the concept of a supreme Yahweh in the minds of 
the tribesmen, causing it to be proclaimed: "As I was with Moses, so will I be with you; I will 
not fail you nor forsake you." Joshua found it necessary to preach a stern gospel to his 
disbelieving people, people all too willing to believe their old and native religion but unwilling to 



go forward in the religion of faith and righteousness. The burden of Joshua's teaching became: 
"Yahweh is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your 
sins." The highest concept of this age pictured Yahweh as a "God of power, judgment, and 
justice." 
 
P.1059 - §5 But even in this dark age, every now and then a solitary teacher would arise 
proclaiming the Mosaic concept of divinity: "You children of wickedness cannot serve the Lord, 
for he is a holy God." "Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than 
his Maker?" "Can you by searching find out God? Can you find out the Almighty to perfection? 
Behold, God is great and we know him not. Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out." 
 
P.1063 - §4 But Samuel did not progress very far beyond the concept of a tribal god. He 
proclaimed a Yahweh who made all men but was occupied chiefly with the Hebrews, his chosen 
people. Even so, as in the days of Moses, once more the God concept portrayed a Deity who is 
holy and upright. "There is none as holy as the Lord. Who can be compared to this holy Lord 
God?" 
 
P.1065 - §1 In general, the Baalites owned houses, lands, and slaves. They were the aristocratic 
landlords and lived in the cities. Each Baal had a sacred place, a priesthood, and the "holy 
women," the ritual prostitutes. 
 
P.1069 - §6 Hear this great Hebrew demolish the concept of a national God while in glory he 
proclaims the divinity of the Universal Father, of whom he says, "The heavens are my throne, 
and the earth is my footstool." And Isaiah's God was none the less holy, majestic, just, and 
unsearchable. The concept of the angry, vengeful, and jealous Yahweh of the desert Bedouins 
has almost vanished. A new concept of the supreme and universal Yahweh has appeared in the 
mind of mortal man, never to be lost to human view. The realization of divine justice has begun 
the destruction of primitive magic and biologic fear. At last, man is introduced to a universe of 
law and order and to a universal God of dependable and final attributes. 
 
P.1070 - §1 And this preacher of a supernal God never ceased to proclaim this God of love. "I 
dwell in the high and holy place, also with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit." And still 
further words of comfort did this great teacher speak to his contemporaries: "And the Lord will 
guide you continually and satisfy your soul. You shall be like a watered garden and like a spring 
whose waters fail not. And if the enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord will lift 
up a defense against him." And once again did the fear-destroying gospel of Melchizedek and the 
trust-breeding religion of Salem shine forth for the blessing of mankind. 
 
P.1081 - §10 The Phrygian ceremonies were imposing but degrading; their bloody festivals 
indicate how degraded and primitive these Levantine mysteries became. The most holy day was 
Black Friday, the "day of blood," commemorating the self-inflicted death of Attis. After three 
days of the celebration of the sacrifice and death of Attis the festival was turned to joy in honor 
of his resurrection. 
 
P.1083 - §4 Always had it been the practice of Mithraic worshipers, on entering the temple, to 
dip their fingers in holy water. And since in some districts there were those who at one time 



belonged to both religions, they introduced this custom into the majority of the Christian 
churches in the vicinity of Rome. Both religions employed baptism and partook of the sacrament 
of bread and wine. The one great difference between Mithraism and Christianity, aside from the 
characters of Mithras and Jesus, was that the one encouraged militarism while the other was 
ultrapacific. Mithraism's tolerance for other religions (except later Christianity) led to its final 
undoing. But the deciding factor in the struggle between the two was the admission of women 
into the full fellowship of the Christian faith. 
 
P.1103 - §4 The Master was a pattern of reverence. The prayer of even his youth began, "Our 
Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your name." He was even respectful of the faulty worship 
of his fellows. But this did not deter him from making attacks on religious traditions or 
assaulting errors of human belief. He was reverential of true holiness, and yet he could justly 
appeal to his fellows, saying, "Who among you convicts me of sin?" 
 
P.1104 - §6 The divine spirit makes contact with mortal man, not by feelings or emotions, but in 
the realm of the highest and most spiritualized thinking. It is your thoughts, not your feelings, 
that lead you Godward. The divine nature may be perceived only with the eyes of the mind. But 
the mind that really discerns God, hears the indwelling Adjuster, is the pure mind. "Without 
holiness no man may see the Lord." All such inner and spiritual communion is termed spiritual 
insight. Such religious experiences result from the impress made upon the mind of man by the 
combined operations of the Adjuster and the Spirit of Truth as they function amid and upon the 
ideas, ideals, insights, and spirit strivings of the evolving sons of God. 
 
P.1107 - §2 Revelation as an epochal phenomenon is periodic; as a personal human experience it 
is continuous. Divinity functions in mortal personality as the Adjuster gift of the Father, as the 
Spirit of Truth of the Son, and as the Holy Spirit of the Universe Spirit, while these three 
supermortal endowments are unified in human experiential evolution as the ministry of the 
Supreme. 
 
P.1108 - §1 Faith-insight, or spiritual intuition, is the endowment of the cosmic mind in 
association with the Thought Adjuster, which is the Father's gift to man. Spiritual reason, soul 
intelligence, is the endowment of the Holy Spirit, the Creative Spirit's gift to man. Spiritual 
philosophy, the wisdom of spirit realities, is the endowment of the Spirit of Truth, the combined 
gift of the bestowal Sons to the children of men. And the co-ordination and interassociation of 
these spirit endowments constitute man a spirit personality in potential destiny. 
 
P.1129 - §1 All of man's truly religious reactions are sponsored by the early ministry of the 
adjutant of worship and are censored by the adjutant of wisdom. Man's first supermind 
endowment is that of personality encircuitment in the Holy Spirit of the Universe Creative Spirit; 
and long before either the bestowals of the divine Sons or the universal bestowal of the 
Adjusters, this influence functions to enlarge man's viewpoint of ethics, religion, and spirituality. 
Subsequent to the bestowals of the Paradise Sons the liberated Spirit of Truth makes mighty 
contributions to the enlargement of the human capacity to perceive religious truths. As evolution 
advances on an inhabited world, the Thought Adjusters increasingly participate in the 
development of the higher types of human religious insight. The Thought Adjuster is the cosmic 



window through which the finite creature may faith-glimpse the certainties and divinities of 
limitless Deity, the Universal Father. 
 
P.1144 - §3 The Buddhist faith developed two doctrines of a trinitarian nature: The earlier was 
Teacher, Law, and Brotherhood; that was the presentation made by Gautama Siddhartha. The 
later idea, developing among the northern branch of the followers of Buddha, embraced Supreme 
Lord, Holy Spirit, and Incarnate Savior. 
 
P.1187 - §1 The Adjusters cannot invade the mortal mind until it has been duly prepared by the 
indwelling ministry of the adjutant mind-spirits and encircuited in the Holy Spirit. And it 
requires the co-ordinate function of all seven adjutants to thus qualify the human mind for the 
reception of an Adjuster. Creature mind must exhibit the worship outreach and indicate wisdom 
function by exhibiting the ability to choose between the emerging values of good and evil--moral 
choice. 
 
P.1190 - §4 Thought Adjusters appear to come and go quite independent of any and all other 
spiritual presences; they seem to function in accordance with universe laws quite apart from 
those which govern and control the performances of all other spirit influences. But regardless of 
such apparent independence, long-range observation unquestionably discloses that they function 
in the human mind in perfect synchrony and co-ordination with all other spirit ministries, 
including adjutant mind-spirits, Holy Spirit, Spirit of Truth, and other influences. 
 
P.1210 - §8 The seventh circle. This level is entered when human beings develop the powers of 
personal choice, individual decision, moral responsibility, and the capacity for the attainment of 
spiritual individuality. This signifies the united function of the seven adjutant mind-spirits under 
the direction of the spirit of wisdom, the encircuitment of the mortal creature in the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, and, on Urantia, the first functioning of the Spirit of Truth, together with the 
reception of a Thought Adjuster in the mortal mind. Entrance upon the seventh circle constitutes 
a mortal creature a truly potential citizen of the local universe. 
 
P.1244 - §3 More especially can and does this seraphic guardian correlate the manifold agencies 
and influences of the Infinite Spirit, ranging from the domains of the physical controllers and the 
adjutant mind-spirits up to the Holy Spirit of the Divine Minister and to the Omnipresent Spirit 
presence of the Paradise Third Source and Center. Having thus unified and made more personal 
these vast ministries of the Infinite Spirit, the seraphim then undertakes to correlate this 
integrated influence of the Conjoint Actor with the spirit presences of the Father and the Son. 
 
P.1245 - §6 The ministering personality of the guardian seraphim, the God presence of the 
indwelling Adjuster, the encircuited action of the Holy Spirit, and the Son-consciousness of the 
Spirit of Truth are all divinely correlated into a meaningful unity of spiritual ministry in and to a 
mortal personality. Though hailing from different sources and different levels, these celestial 
influences are all integrated in the enveloping and evolving presence of the Supreme Being. 
 
P.1286 - §6 And so it is with the spiritual circuits: Man utilizes these in his ascent through the 
universes, but he never possesses them as a part of his eternal personality. But these circuits of 
spiritual ministry, whether Spirit of Truth, Holy Spirit, or superuniverse spirit presences, are 



receptive and reactive to the emerging values in ascending personality, and these values are 
faithfully transmitted through the Sevenfold to the Supreme. 
 
P.1286 - §7 While such spiritual influences as the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Truth are local 
universe ministrations, their guidance is not wholly confined to the geographic limitations of a 
given local creation. As the ascending mortal passes beyond the boundaries of his local universe 
of origin, he is not entirely deprived of the ministry of the Spirit of Truth which has so constantly 
taught and guided him through the philosophic mazes of the material and morontial worlds, in 
every crisis of ascension unfailingly directing the Paradise pilgrim, ever saying:  
P.1287 - §0 "This is the way." When you leave the domains of the local universe, through the 
ministry of the spirit of the emerging Supreme Being and through the provisions of 
superuniverse reflectivity, you will still be guided in your Paradise ascent by the comforting 
directive spirit of the Paradise bestowal Sons of God. 
 
P.1287 - §1 How do these manifold circuits of cosmic ministry register the meanings, values, and 
facts of evolutionary experience in the Supreme? We are not exactly certain, but we believe that 
this registry takes place through the persons of the Supreme Creators of Paradise origin who are 
the immediate bestowers of these circuits of time and space. The mind-experience accumulations 
of the seven adjutant mind-spirits, in their ministry to the physical level of intellect, are a part of 
the local universe experience of the Divine Minister, and through this Creative Spirit they 
probably find registry in the mind of Supremacy. Likewise are mortal experiences with the Spirit 
of Truth and the Holy Spirit probably registered by similar techniques in the person of 
Supremacy. 
 
P.1339 - §4 Throughout the whole wide world, no matter where the Jews found themselves 
dispersed by commerce or oppression, all with one accord kept their hearts centered on the holy 
temple at Jerusalem. Jewish theology did survive as it was interpreted and practiced at Jerusalem, 
notwithstanding that it was several times saved from oblivion by the timely intervention of 
certain Babylonian teachers. 
 
P.1353 - §8 Even as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets-- 
P.1353 - §10 To show mercy to our fathers, and remember his holy     
 covenant-- 
P.1353 - §14 In holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
[lines from the poem by Anna which was sung by Simeon] 
 
P.1375 - §2 By the fourth and last day's journey the road was a continuous procession of 
pilgrims. They now began to climb the hills leading up to Jerusalem. As they neared the top, they 
could look across the Jordan to the mountains beyond and south over the sluggish waters of the 
Dead Sea. About halfway up to Jerusalem, Jesus gained his first view of the Mount of Olives 
(the region to be so much a part of his subsequent life), and Joseph pointed out to him that the 
Holy City lay just beyond this ridge, and the lad's heart beat fast with joyous anticipation of soon 
beholding the city and house of his heavenly Father. 
 
P.1375 - §4 They pressed on, soon standing on the brink of Olivet, and Jesus saw for the first 
time (in his memory) the Holy City, the pretentious palaces, and the inspiring temple of his 



Father. At no time in his life did Jesus ever experience such a purely human thrill as that which 
at this time so completely enthralled him as he stood there on this April afternoon on the Mount 
of Olives, drinking in his first view of Jerusalem. And in after years, on this same spot he stood 
and wept over the city which was about to reject another prophet, the last and the greatest of her 
heavenly teachers. 
 
P.1379 - §6 The next day's services at the temple were more acceptable to Jesus and did much to 
relieve the unpleasant memories of the previous day. The following morning young Lazarus took 
Jesus in hand, and they began a systematic exploration of Jerusalem and its environs. Before the 
day was over, Jesus discovered the various places about the temple where teaching and question 
conferences were in progress; and aside from a few visits to the holy of holies to gaze in wonder 
as to what really was behind the veil of separation, he spent most of his time about the temple at 
these teaching conferences. 
 
P.1382 - §5 1. What really exists in the holy of holies, behind the veil? 
 
P.1387 - §2 This hill, a little more than one hundred years previously, had been the "high place 
of Baal," and now it was the site of the tomb of Simeon, a reputed holy man of Israel. From the 
summit of this hill of Simeon, Jesus looked out over Nazareth and the surrounding country. He 
would gaze upon Megiddo and recall the story of the Egyptian army winning its first great 
victory in Asia; and how, later on, another such army defeated the Judean king Josiah. Not far 
away he could look upon Taanach, where Deborah and Barak defeated Sisera. In the distance he 
could view the hills of Dothan, where he had been taught Joseph's brethren sold him into 
Egyptian slavery. He then would shift his gaze over to Ebal and Gerizim and recount to himself 
the traditions of Abraham, Jacob, and Abimelech. And thus he recalled and turned over in his 
mind the historic and traditional events of his father Joseph's people. 
 
P.1408 - §7 And yet, throughout all these years of his life in the flesh he was truly divine. He 
was actually a Creator Son of the Paradise Father. When once he had espoused his public career, 
subsequent to the technical completion of his purely mortal experience of sovereignty 
acquirement, he did not hesitate publicly to admit that he was the Son of God. He did not hesitate 
to declare, "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last." He made 
no protest in later years when he was called Lord of Glory, Ruler of a Universe, the Lord God of 
all creation, the Holy One of Israel, the Lord of all, our Lord and our God, God with us, having a 
name above every name and on all worlds, the Omnipotence of a universe, the Universe Mind of 
this creation, the One in whom are hid all treasures of wisdom and knowledge, the fullness of 
Him who fills all things, the eternal Word of the eternal God, the One who was before all things 
and in whom all things consist, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Upholder of a 
universe, the Judge of all the earth, the Giver of life eternal, the True Shepherd, the Deliverer of 
the worlds, and the Captain of our salvation. 
 
P.1415 - §6 Jesus endeavored to obtain either an immediate hearing for Jude or else his release in 
time for the Passover celebration that evening, but he failed in these attempts. Since the next day 
was a "holy convocation" in Jerusalem, even the Romans would not presume to hear charges 
against a Jew. Accordingly, Jude remained in confinement until the morning of the second day 
after his arrest, and Jesus stayed at the prison with him. They were not present in the temple at 



the ceremony of receiving the sons of the law into the full citizenship of Israel. Jude did not pass 
through this formal ceremony for several years, until he was next in Jerusalem at a Passover and 
in connection with his propaganda work in behalf of the Zealots, the patriotic organization to 
which he belonged and in which he was very active. 
 
P.1442 - §4 "God is supreme; he is the Most High of heaven and earth. God is the perfected 
circle of eternity, and he rules the universe of universes. He is the sole maker of the heavens and 
the earth. When he decrees a thing, that thing is. Our God is one God, and he is compassionate 
and merciful. Everything that is high, holy, true, and beautiful is like our God. The Most High is 
the light of heaven and earth; he is the God of the east, the west, the north, and the south. 
 
P.1442 - §6 "God is a peace giver and a faithful protector of all who fear and trust him. He gives 
salvation to all who serve him. All creation exists in the power of the Most High. His divine love 
springs forth from the holiness of his power, and affection is born of the might of his greatness. 
The Most High has decreed the union of body and soul and has endowed man with his own 
spirit. What man does must come to an end, but what the Creator does goes on forever. We gain 
knowledge from the experience of man, but we derive wisdom from the contemplation of the 
Most High. 
 
P.1443 - §1 "God pours rain upon the earth, he causes the sun to shine upon the sprouting grain, 
and he gives us the abundant harvest of the good things of this life and eternal salvation in the 
world to come. Our God enjoys great authority; his name is Excellent and his nature is 
unfathomable. When you are sick, it is the Most High who heals you. God is full of goodness 
toward all men; we have no friend like the Most High. His mercy fills all places and his 
goodness encompasses all souls. The Most High is changeless; and he is our helper in every time 
of need. Wherever you turn to pray, there is the face of the Most High and the open ear of our 
God. You may hide yourself from men, but not from God. God is not a great distance from us; he 
is omnipresent. God fills all places and lives in the heart of the man who fears his holy name. 
Creation is in the Creator and the Creator in his creation. We search for the Most High and then 
find him in our hearts. You go in quest of a dear friend, and then you discover him within your 
soul. 
 
P.1444 - §4 "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon those who fear him 
and his righteousness even to our children's children. The Lord is gracious and full of 
compassion. The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his creation; he heals the 
brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Whither shall I go from God's spirit? whither shall I 
flee from the divine presence? Thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy: `I dwell in the high and holy place; also with him who is of a contrite heart and a 
humble spirit!' None can hide himself from our God, for he fills heaven and earth. Let the 
heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice. Let all nations say: The Lord reigns! Give thanks to 
God, for his mercy endures forever. 
 
P.1444 - §6 "God has made man a little less than divine and has crowned him with love and 
mercy. The Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish. The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; the knowledge of the Supreme is understanding. 
Says the Almighty God: `Walk before me and be perfect.' Forget not that pride goes before 



destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. He who rules his own spirit is mightier than he who 
takes a city. Says the Lord God, the Holy One: `In returning to your spiritual rest shall you be 
saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your strength.' They who wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles. They shall run and not be 
weary; they shall walk and not be faint. The Lord shall give you rest from your fear. Says the 
Lord: `Fear not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will help you; yes, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness.' 
 
P.1446 - §1 "Says God, the creator of heaven and earth: `Great peace have they who love my 
law. My commandments are: You shall love me with all your heart; you shall have no gods 
before me; you shall not take my name in vain; remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy; honor 
your father and mother; you shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you 
shall not bear false witness; you shall not covet.' 
 
P.1450 - §1 "All things come from, and belong to, the One God--all-wise, good, righteous, holy, 
resplendent, and glorious. This, our God, is the source of all luminosity. He is the Creator, the 
God of all good purposes, and the protector of the justice of the universe. The wise course in life 
is to act in consonance with the spirit of truth. God is all-seeing, and he beholds both the evil 
deeds of the wicked and the good works of the righteous; our God observes all things with a 
flashing eye. His touch is the touch of healing. The Lord is an all-powerful benefactor. God 
stretches out his beneficent hand to both the righteous and the wicked. God established the world 
and ordained the rewards for good and for evil. The all-wise God has promised immortality to 
the pious souls who think purely and act righteously. As you supremely desire, so shall you be. 
The light of the sun is as wisdom to those who discern God in the universe. 
 
P.1450 - §2 "Praise God by seeking the pleasure of the Wise One. Worship the God of light by 
joyfully walking in the paths ordained by his revealed religion. There is but one Supreme God, 
the Lord of Lights. We worship him who made the waters, plants, animals, the earth, and the 
heavens. Our God is Lord, most beneficent. We worship the most beauteous, the bountiful 
Immortal, endowed with eternal light. God is farthest from us and at the same time nearest to us 
in that he dwells within our souls. Our God is the divine and holiest Spirit of Paradise, and yet he 
is more friendly to man than the most friendly of all creatures. God is most helpful to us in this 
greatest of all businesses, the knowing of himself. God is our most adorable and righteous friend; 
he is our wisdom, life, and vigor of soul and body. Through our good thinking the wise Creator 
will enable us to do his will, thereby attaining the realization of all that is divinely perfect. 
 
P.1460 - §1 Spiritual evolution is an experience of the increasing and voluntary choice of 
goodness attended by an equal and progressive diminution of the possibility of evil. With the 
attainment of finality of choice for goodness and of completed capacity for truth appreciation, 
there comes into existence a perfection of beauty and holiness whose righteousness eternally 
inhibits the possibility of the emergence of even the concept of potential evil. Such a God-
knowing soul casts no shadow of doubting evil when functioning on such a high spirit level of 
divine goodness. 
 
P.1496 - §7 John took the same life vows that had been administered to his illustrious 
predecessors, Samson and the prophet Samuel. A life Nazarite was looked upon as a sanctified 



and holy personality. The Jews regarded a Nazarite with almost the respect and veneration 
accorded the high priest, and this was not strange since Nazarites of lifelong consecration were 
the only persons, except high priests, who were ever permitted to enter the holy of holies in the 
temple. 
 
P.1501 - §1 Some of the Jews held to the opinion that God might possibly establish this new 
kingdom by direct and divine intervention, but the vast majority believed that he would interpose 
some representative intermediary, the Messiah. And that was the only possible meaning the term 
Messiah could have had in the minds of the Jews of the generation of John and Jesus. Messiah 
could not possibly refer to one who merely taught God's will or proclaimed the necessity for 
righteous living. To all such holy persons the Jews gave the title of prophet. The Messiah was to 
be more than a prophet; the Messiah was to bring in the establishment of the new kingdom, the 
kingdom of God. No one who failed to do this could be the Messiah in the traditional Jewish 
sense. 
 
P.1503 - §2 As John journeyed north, he thought much about Jesus. He paused at more than a 
dozen places as he traveled up the Jordan. It was at Adam that he first made reference to "another 
one who is to come after me" in answer to the direct question which his disciples asked him, 
"Are you the Messiah?" And he went on to say: "There will come after me one who is greater 
than I, whose sandal straps I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I baptize you with water, 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. And his shovel is in his hand thoroughly to cleanse 
his threshing floor; he will gather the wheat into his garner, but the chaff will he burn up with the 
judgment fire." 
 
P.1505 - §4 About three weeks after Jesus had left them, there arrived on the scene at Pella a new 
deputation from the priests and Pharisees at Jerusalem. They asked John directly if he was Elijah 
or the prophet that Moses promised; and when John said, "I am not," they made bold to ask, "Are 
you the Messiah?" and John answered, "I am not." Then said these men from Jerusalem: "If you 
are not Elijah, nor the prophet, nor the Messiah, then why do you baptize the people and create 
all this stir?" And John replied: "It should be for those who have heard me and received my 
baptism to say who I am, but I declare to you that, while I baptize with water, there has been 
among us one who will return to baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 
 
P.1505 - §7 It was early on the morning of Sabbath, February 23, that the company of John, 
engaged in eating their morning meal, looked up toward the north and beheld Jesus coming to 
them. As he approached them, John stood upon a large rock and, lifting up his sonorous voice, 
said: "Behold the Son of God, the deliverer of the world! This is he of whom I have said, `After 
me there will come one who is preferred before me because he was before me.' For this cause 
came I out of the wilderness to preach repentance and to baptize with water, proclaiming that the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. And now comes one who shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 
And I beheld the divine spirit descending upon this man, and I heard the voice of God declare, 
`This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.'" 
 
P.1508 - §2 Herod feared to release John lest he instigate rebellion. He feared to put him to death 
lest the multitude riot in the capital, for thousands of Pereans believed that John was a holy man, 
a prophet. Therefore Herod kept the Nazarite preacher in prison, not knowing what else to do 



with him. Several times John had been before Herod, but never would he agree either to leave 
the domains of Herod or to refrain from all public activities if he were released. And this new 
agitation concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was steadily increasing, admonished Herod that it 
was no time to turn John loose. Besides, John was also a victim of the intense and bitter hatred of 
Herodias, Herod's unlawful wife. 
 
P.1536 - §1 Before Jesus preached this memorable sermon on the kingdom of God, the first 
pretentious effort of his public career, he read from the Scriptures these passages: "You shall be 
to me a kingdom of priests, a holy people. Yahweh is our judge, Yahweh is our lawgiver, 
Yahweh is our king; he will save us. Yahweh is my king and my God. He is a great king over all 
the earth. Loving-kindness is upon Israel in this kingdom. Blessed be the glory of the Lord for he 
is our King." 
 
P.1536 - §6 "Be not deceived by those who come saying here is the kingdom or there is the 
kingdom, for my Father's kingdom concerns not things visible and material. And this kingdom is 
even now among you, for where the spirit of God teaches and leads the soul of man, there in 
reality is the kingdom of heaven. And this kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
P.1536 - §7 "John did indeed baptize you in token of repentance and for the remission of your 
sins, but when you enter the heavenly kingdom, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
 
P.1542 - §3 When they had refreshed themselves, Jesus took the twelve apart for a season to pray 
with them and to instruct them in the nature and work of the Holy Spirit, but again did they 
largely fail to comprehend the meaning of those wonderful truths which he endeavored to teach 
them. One would grasp one point and one would comprehend another, but none of them could 
encompass the whole of his teaching. Always would they make the mistake of trying to fit Jesus' 
new gospel into their old forms of religious belief. They could not grasp the idea that Jesus had 
come to proclaim a new gospel of salvation and to establish a new way of finding God; they did 
not perceive that he was a new revelation of the Father in heaven. 
 
P.1571 - §5 "Discern the truth clearly; live the righteous life fearlessly; and so shall you be my 
apostles and my Father's ambassadors. You have heard it said: `If the blind lead the blind, they 
both shall fall into the pit.' If you would guide others into the kingdom, you must yourselves 
walk in the clear light of living truth. In all the business of the kingdom I exhort you to show just 
judgment and keen wisdom. Present not that which is holy to dogs, neither cast your pearls 
before swine, lest they trample your gems under foot and turn to rend you. 
 
P.1592 - §3 Near the end of the last week at Amathus, Simon Zelotes brought to Jesus one 
Teherma, a Persian doing business at Damascus. Teherma had heard of Jesus and had come to 
Capernaum to see him, and there learning that Jesus had gone with his apostles down the Jordan 
on the way to Jerusalem, he set out to find him. Andrew had presented Teherma to Simon for 
instruction. Simon looked upon the Persian as a "fire worshiper," although Teherma took great 
pains to explain that fire was only the visible symbol of the Pure and Holy One. After talking 
with Jesus, the Persian signified his intention of remaining for several days to hear the teaching 
and listen to the preaching. 



 
P.1613 - §2 Nalda did not know how to take Jesus' willingness to talk with her. She beheld in the 
Master's face the countenance of an upright and holy man, but she mistook friendliness for 
commonplace familiarity, and she misinterpreted his figure of speech as a form of making 
advances to her. And being a woman of lax morals, she was minded openly to become flirtatious, 
when Jesus, looking straight into her eyes, with a commanding voice said, "Woman, go get your 
husband and bring him hither." This command brought Nalda to her senses. She saw that she had 
misjudged the Master's kindness; she perceived that she had misconstrued his manner of speech. 
She was frightened; she began to realize that she stood in the presence of an unusual person, and 
groping about in her mind for a suitable reply, in great confusion, she said, "But, Sir, I cannot 
call my husband, for I have no husband." Then said Jesus: "You have spoken the truth, for, while 
you may have once had a husband, he with whom you are now living is not your husband. Better 
it would be if you would cease to trifle with my words and seek for the living water which I have 
this day offered you." 
 
P.1613 - §3 By this time Nalda was sobered, and her better self was awakened. She was not an 
immoral woman wholly by choice. She had been ruthlessly and unjustly cast aside by her 
husband and in dire straits had consented to live with a certain Greek as his wife, but without 
marriage. Nalda now felt greatly ashamed that she had so unthinkingly spoken to Jesus, and she 
most penitently addressed the Master, saying: "My Lord, I repent of my manner of speaking to 
you, for I perceive that you are a holy man or maybe a prophet." And she was just about to seek 
direct and personal help from the Master when she did what so many have done before and 
since--dodged the issue of personal salvation by turning to the discussion of theology and 
philosophy. She quickly turned the conversation from her own needs to a theological 
controversy. Pointing over to Mount Gerizim, she continued: "Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, and yet you would say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship; 
which, then, is the right place to worship God?" 
 
P.1622 - §36  Reveal to us your holy character. 
P.1623 - §23  Reverent and holy be the name of your all-gracious Son. 
P.1623 - §33  And we shall glorify the Father, the Son, and the Holy     
  Influence. 
[lines from prayers Jesus taught the twelve] 
 
P.1630 - §8 Just as Jesus finished speaking, a young man in the congregation who had been 
much agitated by his words was seized with a violent epileptic attack and loudly cried out. At the 
end of the seizure, when recovering consciousness, he spoke in a dreamy state, saying: "What 
have we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? You are the holy one of God; have you come to 
destroy us?" Jesus bade the people be quiet and, taking the young man by the hand, said, "Come 
out of it"--and he was immediately awakened. 
 
P.1654 - §3 But the spies did not have long to wait for their opportunity to accuse Jesus and his 
associates of Sabbath breaking. As the company passed along the narrow road, the waving 
wheat, which was just then ripening, was near at hand on either side, and some of the apostles, 
being hungry, plucked the ripe grain and ate it. It was customary for travelers to help themselves 
to grain as they passed along the road, and therefore no thought of wrongdoing was attached to 



such conduct. But the spies seized upon this as a pretext for assailing Jesus. When they saw 
Andrew rub the grain in his hand, they went up to him and said: "Do you not know that it is 
unlawful to pluck and rub the grain on the Sabbath day?" And Andrew answered: "But we are 
hungry and rub only sufficient for our needs; and since when did it become sinful to eat grain on 
the Sabbath day?" But the Pharisees answered: "You do no wrong in eating, but you do break the 
law in plucking and rubbing out the grain between your hands; surely your Master would not 
approve of such acts." Then said Andrew: "But if it is not wrong to eat the grain, surely the 
rubbing out between our hands is hardly more work than the chewing of the grain, which you 
allow; wherefore do you quibble over such trifles?" When Andrew intimated that they were 
quibblers, they were indignant, and rushing back to where Jesus walked along, talking to 
Matthew, they protested, saying: "Behold, Teacher, your apostles do that which is unlawful on 
the Sabbath day; they pluck, rub, and eat the grain. We are sure you will command them to 
cease." And then said Jesus to the accusers: "You are indeed zealous for the law, and you do well 
to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy; but did you never read in the Scripture that, one 
day when David was hungry, he and they who were with him entered the house of God and ate 
the showbread, which it was not lawful for anyone to eat save the priests? and David also gave 
this bread to those who were with him. And have you not read in our law that it is lawful to do 
many needful things on the Sabbath day? And shall I not, before the day is finished, see you eat 
that which you have brought along for the needs of this day? My good men, you do well to be 
zealous for the Sabbath, but you would do better to guard the health and well-being of your 
fellows. I declare that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath. And if you 
are here present with us to watch my words, then will I openly proclaim that the Son of Man is 
lord even of the Sabbath." 
 
P.1696 - §5 Jesus did not obtain the rest he was looking for. Most of that day he was thronged by 
those who came in response to the word that Amos had been cured, and who were attracted by 
the story that the demons had gone out of the lunatic into the herd of swine. And so, after only 
one night of rest, early Tuesday morning Jesus and his friends were awakened by a delegation of 
these swine-raising gentiles who had come to urge that he depart from their midst. Said their 
spokesman to Peter and Andrew: "Fishermen of Galilee, depart from us and take your prophet 
with you. We know he is a holy man, but the gods of our country do not know him, and we stand 
in danger of losing many swine. The fear of you has descended upon us, so that we pray you to 
go hence." And when Jesus heard them, he said to Andrew, "Let us return to our place." 
 
P.1719 - §4 On this same Saturday night, in Capernaum a group of fifty leading citizens met at 
the synagogue to discuss the momentous question: "What shall we do with Jesus?" They talked 
and debated until after midnight, but they could not find any common ground for agreement. 
Aside from a few persons who inclined to the belief that Jesus might be the Messiah, at least a 
holy man, or perhaps a prophet, the meeting was divided into four nearly equal groups who held, 
respectively, the following views of Jesus:   [text omitted � no holy reference] 
 
P.1731 - §2 Your religion shall change from the mere intellectual belief in traditional authority to 
the actual experience of that living faith which is able to grasp the reality of God and all that 
relates to the divine spirit of the Father. The religion of the mind ties you hopelessly to the past; 
the religion of the spirit consists in progressive revelation and ever beckons you on toward 
higher and holier achievements in spiritual ideals and eternal realities. 



 
P.1732 - §4 Never forget there is only one adventure which is more satisfying and thrilling than 
the attempt to discover the will of the living God, and that is the supreme experience of honestly 
trying to do that divine will. And fail not to remember that the will of God can be done in any 
earthly occupation. Some callings are not holy and others secular. All things are sacred in the 
lives of those who are spirit led; that is, subordinated to truth, ennobled by love, dominated by 
mercy, and restrained by fairness--justice. The spirit which my Father and I shall send into the 
world is not only the Spirit of Truth but also the spirit of idealistic beauty. 
 
P.1767 - §5 "These writings are the work of men, some of them holy men, others not so holy. 
The teachings of these books represent the views and extent of enlightenment of the times in 
which they had their origin. As a revelation of truth, the last are more dependable than the first. 
The Scriptures are faulty and altogether human in origin, but mistake not, they do constitute the 
best collection of religious wisdom and spiritual truth to be found in all the world at this time. 
 
P.1767 - §6 "Many of these books were not written by the persons whose names they bear, but 
that in no way detracts from the value of the truths which they contain. If the story of Jonah 
should not be a fact, even if Jonah had never lived, still would the profound truth of this 
narrative, the love of God for Nineveh and the so-called heathen, be none the less precious in the 
eyes of all those who love their fellow men. The Scriptures are sacred because they present the 
thoughts and acts of men who were searching for God, and who in these writings left on record 
their highest concepts of righteousness, truth, and holiness. The Scriptures contain much that is 
true, very much, but in the light of your present teaching, you know that these writings also 
contain much that is misrepresentative of the Father in heaven, the loving God I have come to 
reveal to all the worlds. 
 
P.1768 - §1 "Nathaniel, never permit yourself for one moment to believe the Scripture records 
which tell you that the God of love directed your forefathers to go forth in battle to slay all their 
enemies--men, women, and children. Such records are the words of men, not very holy men, and 
they are not the word of God. The Scriptures always have, and always will, reflect the 
intellectual, moral, and spiritual status of those who create them. Have you not noted that the 
concepts of Yahweh grow in beauty and glory as the prophets make their records from Samuel to 
Isaiah? And you should remember that the Scriptures are intended for religious instruction and 
spiritual guidance. They are not the works of either historians or philosophers. 
 
P.1768 - §3 "The authority of truth is the very spirit that indwells its living manifestations, and 
not the dead words of the less illuminated and supposedly inspired men of another generation. 
And even if these holy men of old lived inspired and spirit-filled lives, that does not mean that 
their words were similarly spiritually inspired. Today we make no record of the teachings of this 
gospel of the kingdom lest, when I have gone, you speedily become divided up into sundry 
groups of truth contenders as a result of the diversity of your interpretation of my teachings. For 
this generation it is best that we live these truths while we shun the making of records. 
 
P.1788 - §1 When Jesus started up to Jerusalem with the ten apostles, he planned to go through 
Samaria, that being the shorter route. Accordingly, they passed down the eastern shore of the 
lake and, by way of Scythopolis, entered the borders of Samaria. Near nightfall Jesus sent Philip 



and Matthew over to a village on the eastern slopes of Mount Gilboa to secure lodging for the 
company. It so happened that these villagers were greatly prejudiced against the Jews, even more 
so than the average Samaritans, and these feelings were heightened at this particular time as so 
many were on their way to the feast of tabernacles. These people knew very little about Jesus, 
and they refused him lodging because he and his associates were Jews. When Matthew and 
Philip manifested indignation and informed these Samaritans that they were declining to 
entertain the Holy One of Israel, the infuriated villagers chased them out of the little town with 
sticks and stones. 
 
P.1796 - §1 At the conclusion of this early morning service Jesus continued to teach the 
multitude, saying: "Have you not read in the Scripture: `Behold, as the waters are poured out 
upon the dry ground and spread over the parched soil, so will I give the spirit of holiness to be 
poured out upon your children for a blessing even to your children's children'? Why will you 
thirst for the ministry of the spirit while you seek to water your souls with the traditions of men, 
poured from the broken pitchers of ceremonial service? That which you see going on about this 
temple is the way in which your fathers sought to symbolize the bestowal of the divine spirit 
upon the children of faith, and you have done well to perpetuate these symbols, even down to 
this day. But now has come to this generation the revelation of the Father of spirits through the 
bestowal of his Son, and all of this will certainly be followed by the bestowal of the spirit of the 
Father and the Son upon the children of men. To every one who has faith shall this bestowal of 
the spirit become the true teacher of the way which leads to life everlasting, to the true waters of 
life in the kingdom of heaven on earth and in the Father's Paradise over there." 
 
P.1812 - §5 This is one of the strangest of all the Master's miracles. This man did not ask for 
healing. He did not know that the Jesus who had directed him to wash at Siloam, and who had 
promised him vision, was the prophet of Galilee who had preached in Jerusalem during the feast 
of tabernacles. This man had little faith that he would receive his sight, but the people of that day 
had great faith in the efficacy of the spittle of a great or holy man; and from Jesus' conversation 
with Nathaniel and Thomas, Josiah had concluded that his would-be benefactor was a great man, 
a learned teacher or a holy prophet; accordingly he did as Jesus directed him. 
 
P.1814 - §7 Then Josiah, standing upon a stool, shouted abroad to all who could hear, saying: 
"Hearken, you who claim to be the teachers of all Israel, while I declare to you that herein is a 
great marvel since you confess that you know not whence this man is, and yet you know of a 
certainty, from the testimony which you have heard, that he opened my eyes. We all know that 
God does not perform such works for the ungodly; that God would do such a thing only at the 
request of a true worshiper--for one who is holy and righteous. You know that not since the 
beginning of the world have you ever heard of the opening of the eyes of one who was born 
blind. Look, then, all of you, upon me and realize what has been done this day in Jerusalem! I 
tell you, if this man were not from God, he could not do this." And as the Sanhedrists departed in 
anger and confusion, they shouted to him: "You were altogether born in sin, and do you now 
presume to teach us? Maybe you were not really born blind, and even if your eyes were opened 
on the Sabbath day, this was done by the power of the prince of devils." And they went at once 
to the synagogue to cast out Josiah. 
 



P.1826 - §1 When the Master had thus spoken, they cast their eyes upon the table and remained 
silent. And since no one spoke, Jesus continued: "Many of you Pharisees are here with me as 
friends, some are even my disciples, but the majority of the Pharisees are persistent in their 
refusal to see the light and acknowledge the truth, even when the work of the gospel is brought 
before them in great power. How carefully you cleanse the outside of the cups and the platters 
while the spiritual-food vessels are filthy and polluted! You make sure to present a pious and 
holy appearance to the people, but your inner souls are filled with self-righteousness, 
covetousness, extortion, and all manner of spiritual wickedness. Your leaders even dare to plot 
and plan the murder of the Son of Man. Do not you foolish men understand that the God of 
heaven looks at the inner motives of the soul as well as on your outer pretenses and your pious 
professions? Think not that the giving of alms and the paying of tithes will cleanse you from 
unrighteousness and enable you to stand clean in the presence of the Judge of all men. Woe upon 
you Pharisees who have persisted in rejecting the light of life! You are meticulous in tithing and 
ostentatious in almsgiving, but you knowingly spurn the visitation of God and reject the 
revelation of his love. Though it is all right for you to give attention to these minor duties, you 
should not have left these weightier requirements undone. Woe upon all who shun justice, spurn 
mercy, and reject truth! Woe upon all those who despise the revelation of the Father while they 
seek the chief seats in the synagogue and crave flattering salutations in the market places!" 
 
P.1840 - §5 When it is not possible to worship God in the tabernacles of nature, men should do 
their best to provide houses of beauty, sanctuaries of appealing simplicity and artistic 
embellishment, so that the highest of human emotions may be aroused in association with the 
intellectual approach to spiritual communion with God. Truth, beauty, and holiness are powerful 
and effective aids to true worship. But spirit communion is not promoted by mere massive 
ornateness and overmuch embellishment with man's elaborate and ostentatious art. Beauty is 
most religious when it is most simple and naturelike. How unfortunate that little children should 
have their first introduction to concepts of public worship in cold and barren rooms so devoid of 
the beauty appeal and so empty of all suggestion of good cheer and inspiring holiness! The child 
should be introduced to worship in nature's outdoors and later accompany his parents to public 
houses of religious assembly which are at least as materially attractive and artistically beautiful 
as the home in which he is daily domiciled. 
 
P.1841 - §2 "The angels never die, as man does. The angels are immortal unless, perchance, they 
become involved in sin as did some of them with the deceptions of Lucifer. The angels are the 
spirit servants in heaven, and they are neither all-wise nor all-powerful. But all of the loyal 
angels are truly pure and holy. 
 
P.1908 - §3 "Woe upon all of you who reject truth and spurn mercy! Many of you are like whited 
sepulchres, which outwardly appear beautiful but within are full of dead men's bones and all 
sorts of uncleanness. Even so do you who knowingly reject the counsel of God appear outwardly 
to men as holy and righteous, but inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy and iniquity. 
 
P.1913 - §3 Then Andrew inquired: "But, Master, if the Holy City and the temple are to be 
destroyed, and if you are not here to direct us, when should we forsake Jerusalem?" Said Jesus: 
"You may remain in the city after I have gone, even through these times of travail and bitter 
persecution, but when you finally see Jerusalem being encompassed by the Roman armies after 



the revolt of the false prophets, then will you know that her desolation is at hand; then must you 
flee to the mountains. Let none who are in the city and around about tarry to save aught, neither 
let those who are outside dare to enter therein. There will be great tribulation, for these will be 
the days of gentile vengeance. And after you have deserted the city, this disobedient people will 
fall by the edge of the sword and will be led captive into all nations; and so shall Jerusalem be 
trodden down by the gentiles. In the meantime, I warn you, be not deceived. If any man comes to 
you, saying, `Behold, here is the Deliverer,' or `Behold, there is he,' believe it not, for many false 
teachers will arise and many will be led astray; but you should not be deceived, for I have told 
you all this beforehand." 
 
P.1987 - §4 Although these Jews were not at all bothered in conscience as they intrigued to effect 
the judicial murder of Jesus, they were nonetheless scrupulous regarding all these matters of 
ceremonial cleanness and traditional regularity. And these Jews have not been the only ones to 
fail in the recognition of high and holy obligations of a divine nature while giving meticulous 
attention to things of trifling importance to human welfare in both time and eternity. 
 
P.2057 - §2 These, then, are the factors of mind and influences of evil which, taken altogether, 
explain why a well-meaning and otherwise onetime sincere believer in Jesus, even after several 
years of intimate association with his transforming personality, forsook his fellows, repudiated a 
sacred cause, renounced his holy calling, and betrayed his divine Master. 
 
P.2061 - §9 Since the bestowal of the Spirit of Truth, man is subject to the teaching and guidance 
of a threefold spirit endowment: the spirit of the Father, the Thought Adjuster; the spirit of the 
Son, the Spirit of Truth; the spirit of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 
 
P.2062 - §6 5. The spirit of the Infinite Spirit and the Universe Mother Spirit--the Holy Spirit, 
generally regarded as the spirit of the Universe Spirit. 
 
P.2067 - §2 Unmistakably, a new fellowship was arising in the world. "The multitude who 
believed continued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers." They called each other brother and sister; they greeted one another with a holy 
kiss; they ministered to the poor. It was a fellowship of living as well as of worship. They were 
not communal by decree but by the desire to share their goods with their fellow believers. They 
confidently expected that Jesus would return to complete the establishment of the Father's 
kingdom during their generation. This spontaneous sharing of earthly possessions was not a 
direct feature of Jesus' teaching; it came about because these men and women so sincerely and so 
confidently believed that he was to return any day to finish his work and to consummate the 
kingdom. But the final results of this well-meant experiment in thoughtless brotherly love were 
disastrous and sorrow-breeding. Thousands of earnest believers sold their property and disposed 
of all their capital goods and other productive assets. With the passing of time, the dwindling 
resources of Christian "equal-sharing" came to an end--but the world did not. Very soon the 
believers at Antioch were taking up a collection to keep their fellow believers at Jerusalem from 
starving. 
 
P.2067 - §4 At first they baptized in the name of Jesus; it was almost twenty years before they 
began to baptize in "the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit." Baptism was all that 



was required for admission into the fellowship of believers. They had no organization as yet; it 
was simply the Jesus brotherhood. 
 
P.2071 - §6 The Greek revered beauty, the Jew holiness, but both peoples loved truth. For 
centuries the Greek had seriously thought and earnestly debated about all human problems--
social, economic, political, and philosophic--except religion. Few Greeks had paid much 
attention to religion; they did not take even their own religion very seriously. For centuries the 
Jews had neglected these other fields of thought while they devoted their minds to religion. They 
took their religion very seriously, too seriously. As illuminated by the content of Jesus' message, 
the united product of the centuries of the thought of these two peoples now became the driving 
power of a new order of human society and, to a certain extent, of a new order of human 
religious belief and practice. 
 
P.2087 - §2 The human Jesus saw God as being holy, just, and great, as well as being true, 
beautiful, and good. All these attributes of divinity he focused in his mind as the "will of the 
Father in heaven." Jesus' God was at one and the same time "The Holy One of Israel" and "The 
living and loving Father in heaven." The concept of God as a Father was not original with Jesus, 
but he exalted and elevated the idea into a sublime experience by achieving a new revelation of 
God and by proclaiming that every mortal creature is a child of this Father of love, a son of God. 
 


