
HUMBLE/HUMILITY 
 

P.34 - §6 And all this necessitates such arrangements for contact and communication with his 
manifold creatures as have been ordained, first, in the personalities of the Paradise Sons of God, 
who, although perfect in divinity, also often partake of the nature of the very flesh and blood of 
the planetary races, becoming one of you and one with you; thus, as it were, God becomes man, 
as occurred in the bestowal of Michael, who was called interchangeably the Son of God and the 
Son of Man. And second, there are the personalities of the Infinite Spirit, the various orders of 
the seraphic hosts and other celestial intelligences who draw near to the material beings of lowly 
origin and in so many ways minister to them and serve them. And third, there are the impersonal 
Mystery Monitors, Thought Adjusters, the actual gift of the great God himself sent to indwell 
such as the humans of Urantia, sent without announcement and without explanation.  In endless 
profusion they descend from the heights of glory to grace and indwell the humble minds of those 
mortals who possess the capacity for God-consciousness or the potential therefor. 
 
P.103 - §5 Too often, all too often, you mar your minds by insincerity and sear them with 
unrighteousness; you subject them to animal fear and distort them by useless anxiety. Therefore, 
though the source of mind is divine, mind as you know it on your world of ascension can hardly 
become the object of great admiration, much less of adoration or worship. The contemplation of 
the immature and inactive human intellect should lead only to reactions of humility. 
 
P.150 - §4 The determiner of the differential of spiritual presence exists in your own hearts and 
minds and consists in the manner of your own choosing, in the decisions of your minds, and in 
the determination of your own wills. This differential is inherent in the freewill reactions of 
intelligent personal beings, beings whom the Universal Father has ordained shall exercise this 
liberty of choosing. And the Deities are ever true to the ebb and flow of their spirits in meeting 
and satisfying the conditions and demands of this differential of creature choice, now bestowing 
more of their presence in response to a sincere desire for the same and again withdrawing 
themselves from the scene as their creatures decide adversely in the exercise of their divinely 
bestowed freedom of choice. And thus does the spirit of divinity become humbly obedient to the 
choosing of the creatures of the realms. 
 
P.254 - §5 They are touchingly affectionate, superbly loyal, exquisitely intelligent, supremely 
wise--regarding a single idea--and transcendently humble. While they can impart to you the lore 
of the universe concerning their one idea or ideal, it is well-nigh pathetic to observe them 
seeking knowledge and information on hosts of other subjects, even from the ascending mortals. 
 
P.362 - §6 God has full understanding of the need of every intelligent creature for function and 
experience, and therefore, in every situation, be it concerned with the destiny of a universe or the 
welfare of the humblest of his creatures, God retires from activity in favor of the galaxy of 
creature and Creator personalities who inherently intervene between himself and any given 
universe situation or creative event. But notwithstanding this retirement, this exhibition of 
infinite co-ordination, there is on God's part an actual, literal, and personal participation in these 
events by and through these ordained agencies and personalities. The Father is working in and 
through all these channels for the welfare of all his far-flung creation. 
 



P.435 - §7 The keys of the kingdom of heaven are: sincerity, more sincerity, and more sincerity. 
All men have these keys. Men use them--advance in spirit status--by decisions, by more 
decisions, and by more decisions. The highest moral choice is the choice of the highest possible 
value, and always--in any sphere, in all of them--this is to choose to do the will of God. If man 
thus chooses, he is great, though he be the humblest citizen of Jerusem or even the least of 
mortals on Urantia. 
 
P.473 - §5 Temperature--heat and cold--is secondary only to gravity in the realms of energy and 
matter evolution. Ultimatons are humbly obedient to temperature extremes. Low temperatures 
favor certain forms of electronic construction and atomic assembly, while high temperatures 
facilitate all sorts of atomic breakup and material disintegration. 
 
P.604 - §1 3. The attack upon the universal plan of ascendant mortal training. Lucifer 
maintained that far too much time and energy were expended upon the scheme of so thoroughly 
training ascending mortals in the principles of universe administration, principles which he 
alleged were unethical and unsound. He protested against the agelong program for preparing the 
mortals of space for some unknown destiny and pointed to the presence of the finaliter corps on 
Jerusem as proof that these mortals had spent ages of preparation for some destiny of pure 
fiction. With derision he pointed out that the finaliters had encountered a destiny no more 
glorious than to be returned to humble spheres similar to those of their origin. He intimated that 
they had been debauched by overmuch discipline and prolonged training, and that they were in 
reality traitors to their mortal fellows since they were now co-operating with the scheme of 
enslaving all creation to the fictions of a mythical eternal destiny for ascending mortals. He 
advocated that ascenders should enjoy the liberty of individual self-determination. He challenged 
and condemned the entire plan of mortal ascension as sponsored by the Paradise Sons of God 
and supported by the Infinite Spirit. 
 
P.708 - §2 Many new emotions early appeared in these human twins. They experienced 
admiration for both objects and other beings and exhibited considerable vanity. But the most 
remarkable advance in emotional development was the sudden appearance of a new group of 
really human feelings, the worshipful group, embracing awe, reverence, humility, and even a 
primitive form of gratitude. Fear, joined with ignorance of natural phenomena, is about to give 
birth to primitive religion. 
 
P.767 - §1 All modern social institutions arise from the evolution of the primitive customs of 
your savage ancestors; the conventions of today are the modified and expanded customs of 
yesterday. What habit is to the individual, custom is to the group; and group customs develop 
into folkways or tribal traditions--mass conventions. From these early beginnings all of the 
institutions of present-day human society take their humble origin. 
 
P.832 - §2 The amazing events of the first six days of Adam and Eve on earth were entirely too 
much for the unprepared minds of even the world's best men; their heads were in a whirl; they 
were swept along with the proposal to bring the noble pair up to the Father's temple at high noon 
in order that everyone might bow down in respectful worship and prostrate themselves in humble 
submission. And the Garden dwellers were really sincere in all of this. 
 



P.963 - §1 Envy is a deep-seated human trait; therefore did primitive man ascribe it to his early 
gods. And since man had once practiced deception upon the ghosts, he soon began to deceive the 
spirits. Said he, "If the spirits are jealous of our beauty and prosperity, we will disfigure 
ourselves and speak lightly of our success." Early humility was not, therefore, debasement of ego 
but rather an attempt to foil and deceive the envious spirits. 
 
P.1001 - §9 Prayer may be a spontaneous expression of God-consciousness or a meaningless 
recitation of theologic formulas. It may be the ecstatic praise of a God-knowing soul or the 
slavish obeisance of a fear-ridden mortal. It is sometimes the pathetic expression of spiritual 
craving and sometimes the blatant shouting of pious phrases. Prayer may be joyous praise or a 
humble plea for forgiveness. 
 
P.1063 - §3 Theretofore the Hebrews had regarded the favor of Yahweh mainly in terms of 
material prosperity. It was a great shock to Israel, and almost cost Samuel his life, when he dared 
to proclaim: "The Lord enriches and impoverishes; he debases and exalts. He raises the poor out 
of the dust and lifts up the beggars to set them among princes to make them inherit the throne of 
glory." Not since Moses had such comforting promises for the humble and the less fortunate 
been proclaimed, and thousands of despairing among the poor began to take hope that they could 
improve their spiritual status. 
 
P.1067 - §3 Ever the burden of Micah's message was: "Shall I come before God with burnt 
offerings? Will the Lord be pleased with a thousand rams or with ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He 
has shown me, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." And it was a great age; these were indeed 
stirring times when mortal man heard, and some even believed, such emancipating messages 
more than two and a half millenniums ago. And but for the stubborn resistance of the priests, 
these teachers would have overthrown the whole bloody ceremonial of the Hebrew ritual of 
worship. 
 
P.1070 - §1 And this preacher of a supernal God never ceased to proclaim this God of love. "I 
dwell in the high and holy place, also with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit." And still 
further words of comfort did this great teacher speak to his contemporaries: "And the Lord will 
guide you continually and satisfy your soul. You shall be like a watered garden and like a spring 
whose waters fail not. And if the enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord will lift 
up a defense against him." And once again did the fear-destroying gospel of Melchizedek and the 
trust-breeding religion of Salem shine forth for the blessing of mankind. 
 
P.1094 - §7 The soil essential for religious growth presupposes a progressive life of self-
realization, the co-ordination of natural propensities, the exercise of curiosity and the enjoyment 
of reasonable adventure, the experiencing of feelings of satisfaction, the functioning of the fear 
stimulus of attention and awareness, the wonder-lure, and a normal consciousness of smallness, 
humility. Growth is also predicated on the discovery of selfhood accompanied by self-criticism--
conscience, for conscience is really the criticism of oneself by one's own value-habits, personal 
ideals.  
 



 
P.1103 - §1 This man of Galilee was not a man of sorrows; he was a soul of gladness. Always 
was he saying, "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad." But when duty required, he was willing to 
walk courageously through the "valley of the shadow of death." He was gladsome but at the 
same time humble. 
 
P.1118 - §2 But such is not man's end and eternal destiny; such a vision is but the cry of despair 
uttered by some wandering soul who has become lost in spiritual darkness, and who bravely 
struggles on in the face of the mechanistic sophistries of a material philosophy, blinded by the 
confusion and distortion of a complex learning. And all this doom of darkness and all this 
destiny of despair are forever dispelled by one brave stretch of faith on the part of the most 
humble and unlearned of God's children on earth. 
 
P.1189 - §2 "Now to you, superiors far above me, I come as one placed in temporary authority 
over the experimental planetary series; and I come to express admiration and profound respect 
for this magnificent group of celestial ministers, the Mystery Monitors, who have volunteered to 
serve on this irregular sphere. No matter how trying the crises, you never falter. Not on the 
records of Nebadon nor before the commissions of Orvonton has there ever been offered an 
indictment of a divine Adjuster. You have been true to your trusts; you have been divinely 
faithful. You have helped to adjust the mistakes and to compensate for the shortcomings of all 
who labor on this confused planet. You are marvelous beings, guardians of the good in the souls 
of this backward realm. I pay you respect even while you are apparently under my jurisdiction as 
volunteer ministers. I bow before you in humble recognition of your exquisite unselfishness, 
your understanding ministry, and your impartial devotion. You deserve the name of the Godlike 
servers of the mortal inhabitants of this strife-torn, grief-stricken, and disease-afflicted world. I 
honor you! I all but worship you!" 
 
P.1193 - §2 The Mystery Monitors are undoubtedly the bestowal of the Universal Father, the 
reflection of the image of God abroad in the universe. A great teacher once admonished men that 
they should be renewed in the spirit of their minds; that they become new men who, like God, 
are created in righteousness and in the completion of truth. The Adjuster is the mark of divinity, 
the presence of God. The "image of God" does not refer to physical likeness nor to the 
circumscribed limitations of material creature endowment but rather to the gift of the spirit 
presence of the Universal Father in the supernal bestowal of the Thought Adjusters upon the 
humble creatures of the universes. 
 
P.1200 - §6 This same Adjuster now reflects in the inscrutable nature of his mighty personality 
the prebaptismal humanity of Joshua ben Joseph, the eternal and living transcript of the eternal 
and living values which the greatest of all Urantians created out of the humble circumstances of a 
commonplace life as it was lived to the complete exhaustion of the spiritual values attainable in 
mortal experience. 
 
P.1213 - §5 During the making and breaking of a contact between the mortal mind of a destiny 
reservist and the planetary supervisors, sometimes the indwelling Adjuster is so situated that it 
becomes possible to transmit a message to the mortal partner. Not long since, on Urantia, such a 
message was transmitted by a self-acting Adjuster to the human associate, a member of the 



reserve corps of destiny. This message was introduced by these words: "And now, without injury 
or jeopardy to the subject of my solicitous devotion and without intent to overchastise or 
discourage, for me, make record of this my plea to him." Then followed a beautifully touching 
and appealing admonition. Among other things, the Adjuster pleaded "that he more faithfully 
give me his sincere co-operation, more cheerfully endure the tasks of my emplacement, more 
faithfully carry out the program of my arrangement, more patiently go through the trials of my 
selection, more persistently and cheerfully tread the path of my choosing, more humbly receive 
credit that may accrue as a result of my ceaseless endeavors--thus transmit my admonition to the 
man of my indwelling.  
 
P.1316 - §7 We then not only realized that our Creator and friend was taking the most precarious 
step in all his career, apparently risking his position and authority on this bestowal as a helpless 
infant, but we also understood that his experience in this final and mortal bestowal would 
eternally enthrone him as the undisputed and supreme sovereign of the universe of Nebadon. For 
a third of a century of earth time all eyes in all parts of this local universe were focused on 
Urantia. All intelligences realized that the last bestowal was in progress, and as we had long 
known of the Lucifer rebellion in Satania and of the Caligastia disaffection on Urantia, we well 
understood the intensity of the struggle which would ensue when our ruler condescended to 
incarnate on Urantia in the humble form and likeness of mortal flesh. 
 
P.1327 - §2 "2. Apart from your earth mission and your universe revelation, but incidental to 
both, I counsel that you assume, after you are sufficiently self-conscious of your divine identity, 
the additional task of technically terminating the Lucifer rebellion in the system of Satania, and 
that you do all this as the Son of Man; thus, as a mortal creature of the realm, in weakness made 
powerful by faith-submission to the will of your Father, I suggest that you graciously achieve all 
you have repeatedly declined arbitrarily to accomplish by power and might when you were so 
endowed at the time of the inception of this sinful and unjustified rebellion. I would regard it as a 
fitting climax of your mortal bestowal if you should return to us as the Son of Man, Planetary 
Prince of Urantia, as well as the Son of God, supreme sovereign of your universe. As a mortal 
man, the lowest type of intelligent creature in Nebadon, meet and adjudicate the blasphemous 
pretensions of Caligastia and Lucifer and, in your assumed humble estate, forever end the 
shameful misrepresentations of these fallen children of light. Having steadfastly declined to 
discredit these rebels through the exercise of your creator prerogatives, now it would be fitting 
that you should, in the likeness of the lowest creatures of your creation, wrest dominion from the 
hands of these fallen Sons; and so would your whole local universe in all fairness clearly and 
forever recognize the justice of your doing in the role of mortal flesh those things which mercy 
admonished you not to do by the power of arbitrary authority. And having thus by your bestowal 
established the possibility of the sovereignty of the Supreme in Nebadon, you will in effect have 
brought to a close the unadjudicated affairs of all preceding insurrections, notwithstanding the 
greater or lesser time lag involved in the realization of this achievement. By this act the pending 
dissensions of your universe will be in substance liquidated. And with the subsequent 
endowment of supreme sovereignty over your universe, similar challenges to your authority can 
never recur in any part of your great personal creation. 
 
P.1350 - §6 Joseph and Mary were poor, and since they had only one beast of burden, Mary, 
being large with child, rode on the animal with the provisions while Joseph walked, leading the 



beast. The building and furnishing of a home had been a great drain on Joseph since he had also 
to contribute to the support of his parents, as his father had been recently disabled. And so this 
Jewish couple went forth from their humble home early on the morning of August 18, 7 B.C., on 
their journey to Bethlehem. 
 
P.1369 - §4 His physical development continued; he was an advanced and privileged pupil at 
school; he got along fairly well at home with his younger brothers and sisters, having the 
advantage of being three and one-half years older than the oldest of the other children. He was 
well thought of in Nazareth except by the parents of some of the duller children, who often spoke 
of Jesus as being too pert, as lacking in proper humility and youthful reserve. He manifested a 
growing tendency to direct the play activities of his youthful associates into more serious and 
thoughtful channels. He was a born teacher and simply could not refrain from so functioning, 
even when supposedly engaged in play. 
 
P.1388 - §3 Jesus cheerfully accepted the responsibilities so suddenly thrust upon him, and he 
carried them faithfully to the end. At least one great problem and anticipated difficulty in his life 
had been tragically solved--he would not now be expected to go to Jerusalem to study under the 
rabbis. It remained always true that Jesus "sat at no man's feet." He was ever willing to learn 
from even the humblest of little children, but he never derived authority to teach truth from 
human sources. 
 
P.1392 - §3 "Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, to bow myself before the Lord of all the 
earth? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, ten thousands of sheep, or with rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? No! for the Lord has 
showed us, O men, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you but to deal justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with your God? 
 
P.1408 - §3 The Nazareth carpenter now fully understood the work before him, but he chose to 
live his human life in the channel of its natural flowing. And in some of these matters he is 
indeed an example to his mortal creatures, even as it is recorded: "Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus, who, being of the nature of God, thought it not strange to be equal with 
God. But he made himself to be of little import and, taking upon himself the form of a creature, 
was born in the likeness of mankind. And being thus fashioned as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death, even the death of the cross." 
 
P.1444 - §4 "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon those who fear him 
and his righteousness even to our children's children. The Lord is gracious and full of 
compassion. The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his creation; he heals the 
brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Whither shall I go from God's spirit? whither shall I 
flee from the divine presence? Thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy: `I dwell in the high and holy place; also with him who is of a contrite heart and a 
humble spirit!' None can hide himself from our God, for he fills heaven and earth. Let the 
heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice. Let all nations say: The Lord reigns! Give thanks to 
God, for his mercy endures forever. 
 



P.1452 - §2 "The wise man universalizes his heart. A little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 
Those who aspire to greatness must learn to humble themselves. In creation the Supreme became 
the world's mother. To know one's mother is to recognize one's sonship. He is a wise man who 
regards all parts from the point of view of the whole. Relate yourself to every man as if you were 
in his place. Recompense injury with kindness. If you love people, they will draw near you--you 
will have no difficulty in winning them. 
 
P.1453 - §5 "The divine riches of God's character must be infinitely deep and eternally wise. We 
cannot search out God by knowledge, but we can know him in our hearts by personal experience. 
While his justice may be past finding out, his mercy may be received by the humblest being on 
earth. While the Father fills the universe, he also lives in our hearts. The mind of man is human, 
mortal, but the spirit of man is divine, immortal. God is not only all-powerful but also all-wise. If 
our earth parents, being of evil tendency, know how to love their children and bestow good gifts 
on them, how much more must the good Father in heaven know how wisely to love his children 
on earth and to bestow suitable blessings upon them. 
 
P.1462 - §1 Meeting a poor man who had been falsely accused, Jesus went with him before the 
magistrate and, having been granted special permission to appear in his behalf, made that superb 
address in the course of which he said: "Justice makes a nation great, and the greater a nation the 
more solicitous will it be to see that injustice shall not befall even its most humble citizen. Woe 
upon any nation when only those who possess money and influence can secure ready justice 
before its courts! It is the sacred duty of a magistrate to acquit the innocent as well as to punish 
the guilty. Upon the impartiality, fairness, and integrity of its courts the endurance of a nation 
depends. Civil government is founded on justice, even as true religion is founded on mercy." The 
judge reopened the case, and when the evidence had been sifted, he discharged the prisoner. Of 
all Jesus' activities during these days of personal ministry, this came the nearest to being a public 
appearance. 
 
P.1543 - §4 Jesus had planned for a quiet missionary campaign of five months' personal work. 
He did not tell the apostles how long this was to last; they worked from week to week. And early 
on this first day of the week, just as he was about to announce this to his twelve apostles, Simon 
Peter, James Zebedee, and Judas Iscariot came to have private converse with him. Taking Jesus 
aside, Peter made bold to say: "Master, we come at the behest of our associates to inquire 
whether the time is not now ripe to enter into the kingdom. And will you proclaim the kingdom 
at Capernaum, or are we to move on to Jerusalem? And when shall we learn, each of us, the 
positions we are to occupy with you in the establishment of the kingdom--" and Peter would 
have gone on asking further questions, but Jesus raised an admonitory hand and stopped him. 
And beckoning the other apostles standing near by to join them, Jesus said: "My little children, 
how long shall I bear with you! Have I not made it plain to you that my kingdom is not of this 
world? I have told you many times that I have not come to sit on David's throne, and now how is 
it that you are inquiring which place each of you will occupy in the Father's kingdom? Can you 
not perceive that I have called you as ambassadors of a spiritual kingdom? Do you not 
understand that soon, very soon, you are to represent me in the world and in the proclamation of 
the kingdom, even as I now represent my Father who is in heaven? Can it be that I have chosen 
you and instructed you as messengers of the kingdom, and yet you do not comprehend the nature 
and significance of this coming kingdom of divine pre-eminence in the hearts of men? My 



friends, hear me once more. Banish from your minds this idea that my kingdom is a rule of 
power or a reign of glory. Indeed, all power in heaven and on earth will presently be given into 
my hands, but it is not the Father's will that we use this divine endowment to glorify ourselves 
during this age. In another age you shall indeed sit with me in power and glory, but it behooves 
us now to submit to the will of the Father and to go forth in humble obedience to execute his 
bidding on earth." 
 
P.1564 - §1 Judas Alpheus was drawn toward Jesus because of the Master's unostentatious 
humility. Such humility linked with such personal dignity made a great appeal to Judas. The fact 
that Jesus would always enjoin silence regarding his unusual acts made a great impression on 
this simple child of nature. 
 
P.1564 - §3 And how gratefully proud were these humble men on that day when the Master 
refused to accept a certain rich man as an evangelist unless he would sell his goods and help the 
poor. When the people heard this and beheld the twins among his counselors, they knew of a 
certainty that Jesus was no respecter of persons. But only a divine institution--the kingdom of 
heaven--could ever have been built upon such a mediocre human foundation! 
 
P.1570 - §3 "I send you forth to proclaim liberty to the spiritual captives, joy to those in the 
bondage of fear, and to heal the sick in accordance with the will of my Father in heaven. When 
you find my children in distress, speak encouragingly to them, saying: 

"Happy are the poor in spirit, the humble, for theirs are the treasures of the kingdom of 
heaven. 
"Happy are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. 
"Happy are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
"Happy are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
"And even so speak to my children these further words of spiritual comfort and promise: 
"Happy are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Happy are they who weep, for 
they shall receive the spirit of rejoicing. 
"Happy are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
"Happy are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 
"Happy are they who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Happy are you when men shall revile you and persecute you and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven. 

 
P.1573 - §9 1. "Happy are the poor in spirit--the humble." To a child, happiness is the 
satisfaction of immediate pleasure craving. The adult is willing to sow seeds of self-denial in 
order to reap subsequent harvests of augmented happiness. In Jesus' times and since, happiness 
has all too often been associated with the idea of the possession of wealth. In the story of the 
Pharisee and the publican praying in the temple, the one felt rich in spirit--egotistical; the other 
felt "poor in spirit"-- humble. One was self-sufficient; the other was teachable and truth-seeking. 
The poor in spirit seek for goals of spiritual wealth--for God. And such seekers after truth do not 
have to wait for rewards in a distant future; they are rewarded now. They find the kingdom of 
heaven within their own hearts, and they experience such happiness now. 
 



P.1574 - §1 2. "Happy are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled." 
Only those who feel poor in spirit will ever hunger for righteousness. Only the humble seek for 
divine strength and crave spiritual power. But it is most dangerous to knowingly engage in 
spiritual fasting in order to improve one's appetite for spiritual endowments. Physical fasting 
becomes dangerous after four or five days; one is apt to lose all desire for food. Prolonged 
fasting, either physical or spiritual, tends to destroy hunger. 
 
P.1582 - §1 Jesus did not attack the teachings of the Hebrew prophets or the Greek moralists. 
The Master recognized the many good things which these great teachers stood for, but he had 
come down to earth to teach something additional, "the voluntary conformity of man's will to 
God's will." Jesus did not want simply to produce a religious man, a mortal wholly occupied 
with religious feelings and actuated only by spiritual impulses. Could you have had but one look 
at him, you would have known that Jesus was a real man of great experience in the things of this 
world. The teachings of Jesus in this respect have been grossly perverted and much 
misrepresented all down through the centuries of the Christian era; you have also held perverted 
ideas about the Master's meekness and humility. What he aimed at in his life appears to have 
been a superb self-respect. He only advised man to humble himself that he might become truly 
exalted; what he really aimed at was true humility toward God. He placed great value upon 
sincerity--a pure heart. Fidelity was a cardinal virtue in his estimate of character, while courage 
was the very heart of his teachings. "Fear not" was his watchword, and patient endurance his 
ideal of strength of character. The teachings of Jesus constitute a religion of valor, courage, and 
heroism. And this is just why he chose as his personal representatives twelve commonplace men, 
the majority of whom were rugged, virile, and manly fishermen. 
 
P.1589 - §5 The Master displayed great wisdom and manifested perfect fairness in all of his 
dealings with his apostles and with all of his disciples. Jesus was truly a master of men; he 
exercised great influence over his fellow men because of the combined charm and force of his 
personality. There was a subtle commanding influence in his rugged, nomadic, and homeless 
life. There was intellectual attractiveness and spiritual drawing power in his authoritative manner 
of teaching, in his lucid logic, his strength of reasoning, his sagacious insight, his alertness of 
mind, his matchless poise, and his sublime tolerance. He was simple, manly, honest, and fearless. 
With all of this physical and intellectual influence manifest in the Master's presence, there were 
also all those spiritual charms of being which have become associated with his personality--
patience, tenderness, meekness, gentleness, and humility. 
 
P.1652 - §3 As Jesus arose with his friends to leave, he turned to Simon and said: "I know your 
heart, Simon, how you are torn betwixt faith and doubts, how you are distraught by fear and 
troubled by pride; but I pray for you that you may yield to the light and may experience in your 
station in life just such mighty transformations of mind and spirit as may be comparable to the 
tremendous changes which the gospel of the kingdom has already wrought in the heart of your 
unbidden and unwelcome guest. And I declare to all of you that the Father has opened the doors 
of the heavenly kingdom to all who have the faith to enter, and no man or association of men can 
close those doors even to the most humble soul or supposedly most flagrant sinner on earth if 
such sincerely seek an entrance." And Jesus, with Peter, James, and John, took leave of their host 
and went to join the rest of the apostles at the camp in the garden of Gethsemane. 
 



P.1676 - §3 "Out of your wrong concepts of the Father in heaven grow your false ideas of 
humility and springs much of your hypocrisy. Man may be a worm of the dust by nature and 
origin, but when he becomes indwelt by my Father's spirit, that man becomes divine in his 
destiny. The bestowal spirit of my Father will surely return to the divine source and universe 
level of origin, and the human soul of mortal man which shall have become the reborn child of 
this indwelling spirit shall certainly ascend with the divine spirit to the very presence of the 
eternal Father. 
 
P.1676 - §4 "Humility, indeed, becomes mortal man who receives all these gifts from the Father 
in heaven, albeit there is a divine dignity attached to all such faith candidates for the eternal 
ascent of the heavenly kingdom. The meaningless and menial practices of an ostentatious and 
false humility are incompatible with the appreciation of the source of your salvation and the 
recognition of the destiny of your spirit-born souls. Humility before God is altogether 
appropriate in the depths of your hearts; meekness before men is commendable; but the 
hypocrisy of self-conscious and attention-craving humility is childish and unworthy of the 
enlightened sons of the kingdom. 
 
P.1676 - §5 "You do well to be meek before God and self-controlled before men, but let your 
meekness be of spiritual origin and not the self-deceptive display of a self-conscious sense of 
self-righteous superiority. The prophet spoke advisedly when he said, `Walk humbly with God,' 
for, while the Father in heaven is the Infinite and the Eternal, he also dwells `with him who is of 
a contrite mind and a humble spirit.' My Father disdains pride, loathes hypocrisy, and abhors 
iniquity. And it was to emphasize the value of sincerity and perfect trust in the loving support 
and faithful guidance of the heavenly Father that I have so often referred to the little child as 
illustrative of the attitude of mind and the response of spirit which are so essential to the entrance 
of mortal man into the spirit realities of the kingdom of heaven. 
 
P.1683 - §3 At the evening discussions Jesus talked upon many subjects. During the remainder 
of this tour--before they all reunited at Nazareth--he discussed "The Love of God," "Dreams and 
Visions," "Malice," "Humility and Meekness," "Courage and Loyalty," "Music and Worship," 
"Service and Obedience," "Pride and Presumption," "Forgiveness in Relation to Repentance," 
"Peace and Perfection," "Evil Speaking and Envy," "Evil, Sin, and Temptation," "Doubts and 
Unbelief," "Wisdom and Worship." With the older apostles away, these younger groups of both 
men and women more freely entered into these discussions with the Master. 
 
P.1761 - §2 Entering Capernaum at twilight, they went by unfrequented thoroughfares directly to 
the home of Simon Peter for their evening meal. While David Zebedee made ready to take them 
across the lake, they lingered at Simon's house, and Jesus, looking up at Peter and the other 
apostles, asked: "As you walked along together this afternoon, what was it that you talked about 
so earnestly among yourselves?" The apostles held their peace because many of them had 
continued the discussion begun at Mount Hermon as to what positions they were to have in the 
coming kingdom; who should be the greatest, and so on. Jesus, knowing what it was that 
occupied their thoughts that day, beckoned to one of Peter's little ones and, setting the child 
down among them, said: "Verily, verily, I say to you, except you turn about and become more 
like this child, you will make little progress in the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever shall humble 
himself and become as this little one, the same shall become greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 



And whoso receives such a little one receives me. And they who receive me receive also Him 
who sent me. If you would be first in the kingdom, seek to minister these good truths to your 
brethren in the flesh. But whosoever causes one of these little ones to stumble, it would be better 
for him if a millstone were hanged about his neck and he were cast into the sea. If the things you 
do with your hands, or the things you see with your eyes give offense in the progress of the 
kingdom, sacrifice these cherished idols, for it is better to enter the kingdom minus many of the 
beloved things of life rather than to cling to these idols and find yourself shut out of the 
kingdom. But most of all, see that you despise not one of these little ones, for their angels do 
always behold the faces of the heavenly hosts." 
 
P.1765 - §5 In bringing men into the kingdom, do not lessen or destroy their self-respect. While 
overmuch self-respect may destroy proper humility and end in pride, conceit, and arrogance, the 
loss of self-respect often ends in paralysis of the will. It is the purpose of this gospel to restore 
self-respect to those who have lost it and to restrain it in those who have it. Make not the mistake 
of only condemning the wrongs in the lives of your pupils; remember also to accord generous 
recognition for the most praiseworthy things in their lives. Forget not that I will stop at nothing 
to restore self-respect to those who have lost it, and who really desire to regain it. 
 
P.1766 - §5 In preaching the gospel of the kingdom, you are simply teaching friendship with 
God. And this fellowship will appeal alike to men and women in that both will find that which 
most truly satisfies their characteristic longings and ideals. Tell my children that I am not only 
tender of their feelings and patient with their frailties, but that I am also ruthless with sin and 
intolerant of iniquity. I am indeed meek and humble in the presence of my Father, but I am 
equally and relentlessly inexorable where there is deliberate evildoing and sinful rebellion 
against the will of my Father in heaven. 
 
P.1834 - §3 Then went Jesus over to where the sick man sat and, taking him by the hand, said: 
"Arise and go your way. You have not asked to be healed, but I know the desire of your heart 
and the faith of your soul." Before the man left the room, Jesus returned to his seat and, 
addressing those at the table, said: "Such works my Father does, not to tempt you into the 
kingdom, but to reveal himself to those who are already in the kingdom. You can perceive that it 
would be like the Father to do just such things because which one of you, having a favorite 
animal that fell in the well on the Sabbath day, would not go right out and draw him up?" And 
since no one would answer him, and inasmuch as his host evidently approved of what was going 
on, Jesus stood up and spoke to all present: "My brethren, when you are bidden to a marriage 
feast, sit not down in the chief seat, lest, perchance, a more honored man than you has been 
invited, and the host will have to come to you and request that you give your place to this other 
and honored guest. In this event, with shame you will be required to take a lower place at the 
table. When you are bidden to a feast, it would be the part of wisdom, on arriving at the festive 
table, to seek for the lowest place and take your seat therein, so that, when the host looks over the 
guests, he may say to you: `My friend, why sit in the seat of the least? come up higher'; and thus 
will such a one have glory in the presence of his fellow guests. Forget not, every one who exalts 
himself shall be humbled, while he who truly humbles himself shall be exalted. Therefore, when 
you entertain at dinner or give a supper, invite not always your friends, your brethren, your 
kinsmen, or your rich neighbors that they in return may bid you to their feasts, and thus will you 
be recompensed. When you give a banquet, sometimes bid the poor, the maimed, and the blind. 



In this way you shall be blessed in your heart, for you well know that the lame and the halt 
cannot repay you for your loving ministry." 
 
P.1838 - §2 On the way to Judea Jesus was followed by a company of almost fifty of his friends 
and enemies. At their noon lunchtime, on Wednesday, he talked to his apostles and this group of 
followers on the "Terms of Salvation," and at the end of this lesson told the parable of the 
Pharisee and the publican (a tax collector). Said Jesus: "You see, then, that the Father gives 
salvation to the children of men, and this salvation is a free gift to all who have the faith to 
receive sonship in the divine family. There is nothing man can do to earn this salvation. Works 
of self-righteousness cannot buy the favor of God, and much praying in public will not atone for 
lack of living faith in the heart. Men you may deceive by your outward service, but God looks 
into your souls. What I am telling you is well illustrated by two men who went into the temple to 
pray, the one a Pharisee and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed to himself: `O 
God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of men, extortioners, unlearned, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this publican. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.' But the publican, 
standing afar off, would not so much as lift his eyes to heaven but smote his breast, saying, `God 
be merciful to me a sinner.' I tell you that the publican went home with God's approval rather 
than the Pharisee, for every one who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles 
himself shall be exalted." 
 
P.1907 - §2 "While you should honor your rulers and reverence your teachers, you should call no 
man Father in the spiritual sense, for there is one who is your Father, even God. Neither should 
you seek to lord it over your brethren in the kingdom. Remember, I have taught you that he who 
would be greatest among you should become the server of all. If you presume to exalt yourselves 
before God, you will certainly be humbled; but whoso truly humbles himself will surely be 
exalted. Seek in your daily lives, not self-glorification, but the glory of God. Intelligently 
subordinate your own wills to the will of the Father in heaven. 
 
P.1939 - §1 After a few moments of this great embarrassment, Peter said, "Master, do you really 
mean to wash my feet?" And then, looking up into Peter's face, Jesus said: "You may not fully 
understand what I am about to do, but hereafter you will know the meaning of all these things." 
Then Simon Peter, drawing a long breath, said, "Master, you shall never wash my feet!" And 
each of the apostles nodded their approval of Peter's firm declaration of refusal to allow Jesus 
thus to humble himself before them. 
 
P.1939 - §2 The dramatic appeal of this unusual scene at first touched the heart of even Judas 
Iscariot; but when his vainglorious intellect passed judgment upon the spectacle, he concluded 
that this gesture of humility was just one more episode which conclusively proved that Jesus 
would never qualify as Israel's deliverer, and that he had made no mistake in the decision to 
desert the Master's cause. 
 
P.2020 - §3 When they heard the Personalized Adjuster so speak, they all assumed the attitude of 
anxious expectancy, from Gabriel down to the most humble cherubim. They saw the mortal body 
of Jesus in the tomb; they detected evidences of the universe activity of their beloved Sovereign; 
and not understanding such phenomena, they waited patiently for developments. 
 



P.2035 - §2 By this time they had come near to the village where these brothers dwelt. Not a 
word had these two men spoken since Jesus began to teach them as they walked along the way. 
Soon they drew up in front of their humble dwelling place, and Jesus was about to take leave of 
them, going on down the road, but they constrained him to come in and abide with them. They 
insisted that it was near nightfall, and that he tarry with them. Finally Jesus consented, and very 
soon after they went into the house, they sat down to eat. They gave him the bread to bless, and 
as he began to break and hand to them, their eyes were opened, and Cleopas recognized that their 
guest was the Master himself. And when he said, "It is the Master--," the morontia Jesus 
vanished from their sight. 
 
P.2086 - §7 The hope of modern Christianity is that it should cease to sponsor the social systems 
and industrial policies of Western civilization while it humbly bows itself before the cross it so 
valiantly extols, there to learn anew from Jesus of Nazareth the greatest truths mortal man can 
ever hear--the living gospel of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. 
 
P.2091 - §11 Jesus' life in the flesh portrays a transcendent religious growth from the early ideas 
of primitive awe and human reverence up through years of personal spiritual communion until he 
finally arrived at that advanced and exalted status of the consciousness of his oneness with the 
Father. And thus, in one short life, did Jesus traverse that experience of religious spiritual 
progression which man begins on earth and ordinarily achieves only at the conclusion of his long 
sojourn in the spirit training schools of the successive levels of the pre-Paradise career. Jesus 
progressed from a purely human consciousness of the faith certainties of personal religious 
experience to the sublime spiritual heights of the positive realization of his divine nature and to 
the consciousness of his close association with the Universal Father in the management of a 
universe. He progressed from the humble status of mortal dependence which prompted him 
spontaneously to say to the one who called him Good Teacher, "Why do you call me good? 
None is good but God," to that sublime consciousness of achieved divinity which led him to 
exclaim, "Which one of you convicts me of sin?" And this progressing ascent from the human to 
the divine was an exclusively mortal achievement. And when he had thus attained divinity, he 
was still the same human Jesus, the Son of Man as well as the Son of God.  


