
�KNOW GOD� 
 

P.21 - §2 The myriads of planetary systems were all made to be eventually inhabited by many 
different types of intelligent creatures, beings who could know God, receive the divine affection, 
and love him in return. The universe of universes is the work of God and the dwelling place of 
his diverse creatures. "God created the heavens and formed the earth; he established the universe 
and created this world not in vain; he formed it to be inhabited." 
 
P.23 - §2 On those worlds where a Paradise Son has lived a bestowal life, God is generally 
known by some name indicative of personal relationship, tender affection, and fatherly devotion. 
On your constellation headquarters God is referred to as the Universal Father, and on different 
planets in your local system of inhabited worlds he is variously known as the Father of Fathers, 
the Paradise Father, the Havona Father, and the Spirit Father. Those who know God through the 
revelations of the bestowals of the Paradise Sons, eventually yield to the sentimental appeal of 
the touching relationship of the creature-Creator association and refer to God as "our Father." 
 
P.24 - §6 Those who know God have experienced the fact of his presence; such God-knowing 
mortals hold in their personal experience the only positive proof of the existence of the living 
God which one human being can offer to another. The existence of God is utterly beyond all 
possibility of demonstration except for the contact between the God-consciousness of the human 
mind and the God-presence of the Thought Adjuster that indwells the mortal intellect and is 
bestowed upon man as the free gift of the Universal Father. 
 
P.63 - §5 Man is spiritually indwelt by a surviving Thought Adjuster. If such a human mind is 
sincerely and spiritually motivated, if such a human soul desires to know God and become like 
him, honestly wants to do the Father's will, there exists no negative influence of mortal 
deprivation nor positive power of possible interference which can prevent such a divinely 
motivated soul from securely ascending to the portals of Paradise. 
 
P.112 - §4 Of all absolute associations, the Paradise Trinity (the first triunity) is unique as an 
exclusive association of personal Deity. God functions as God only in relation to God and to 
those who can know God, but as absolute Deity only in the Paradise Trinity and in relation to 
universe totality. 
 
P.116 - §8 The Corps of the Finality embrace, among others, those mortals of time and space 
who have attained perfection in all that pertains to the will of God. As creatures and within the 
limits of creature capacity they fully and truly know God. Having thus found God as the Father 
of all creatures, these finaliters must sometime begin the quest for the superfinite Father. But this 
quest involves a grasp of the absonite nature of the ultimate attributes and character of the 
Paradise Father. Eternity will disclose whether such an attainment is possible, but we are 
convinced, even if the finaliters do grasp this ultimate of divinity, they will probably be unable to 
attain the superultimate levels of absolute Deity. 
 
P.616 - §6 The mercy delays of time are by the mandate of the free will of the Creators. There is 
good to be derived in the universe from this technique of patience in dealing with sinful rebels. 
While it is all too true that good cannot come of evil to the one who contemplates and performs 



evil, it is equally true that all things (including evil, potential and manifest) work together for 
good to all beings who know God, love to do his will, and are ascending Paradiseward according 
to his eternal plan and divine purpose. 
 
P.730 - §6 The mechanical-nonteachable levels of organismal environmental response are the 
domains of the physical controllers. The adjutant mind-spirits activate and regulate the 
adaptative or nonmechanical-teachable types of mind--those response mechanisms of organisms 
capable of learning from experience. And as the spirit adjutants thus manipulate mind potentials, 
so do the Life Carriers exercise considerable discretionary control over the environmental 
aspects of evolutionary processes right up to the time of the appearance of human will--the 
ability to know God and the power of choosing to worship him. 
 
P.761 - §5 Sin on Urantia did very little to delay biologic evolution, but it did operate to deprive 
the mortal races of the full benefit of the Adamic inheritance. Sin enormously retards intellectual 
development, moral growth, social progress, and mass spiritual attainment. But it does not 
prevent the highest spiritual achievement by any individual who chooses to know God and 
sincerely do his divine will. 
 
P.811 - §5 All sex instruction is administered in the home by parents or by legal guardians. 
Moral instruction is offered by teachers during the rest periods in the school shops, but not so 
with religious training, which is deemed to be the exclusive privilege of parents, religion being 
looked upon as an integral part of home life. Purely religious instruction is given publicly only in 
the temples of philosophy, no such exclusively religious institutions as the Urantia churches 
having developed among this people. In their philosophy, religion is the striving to know God 
and to manifest love for one's fellows through service for them, but this is not typical of the 
religious status of the other nations on this planet. Religion is so entirely a family matter among 
these people that there are no public places devoted exclusively to religious assembly. 
Politically, church and state, as Urantians are wont to say, are entirely separate, but there is a 
strange overlapping of religion and philosophy. 
 
P.1091 - §1 Always keep in mind: True religion is to know God as your Father and man as your 
brother. Religion is not a slavish belief in threats of punishment or magical promises of future 
mystical rewards. 
 
P.1095 - §5 Spiritual development depends, first, on the maintenance of a living spiritual 
connection with true spiritual forces and, second, on the continuous bearing of spiritual fruit: 
yielding the ministry to one's fellows of that which has been received from one's spiritual 
benefactors. Spiritual progress is predicated on intellectual recognition of spiritual poverty 
coupled with the self-consciousness of perfection-hunger, the desire to know God and be like 
him, the wholehearted purpose to do the will of the Father in heaven. 
 
P.1125 - §1 Though reason can always question faith, faith can always supplement both reason 
and logic. Reason creates the probability which faith can transform into a moral certainty, even a 
spiritual experience. God is the first truth and the last fact; therefore does all truth take origin in 
him, while all facts exist relative to him. God is absolute truth. As truth one may know God, but 
to understand--to explain--God, one must explore the fact of the universe of universes. The vast 



gulf between the experience of the truth of God and ignorance as to the fact of God can be 
bridged only by living faith. Reason alone cannot achieve harmony between infinite truth and 
universal fact. 
 
P.1218 - §6 The midway creatures have long denominated this evolving soul of man the mid-
mind in contradistinction to the lower or material mind and the higher or cosmic mind. This mid-
mind is really a morontia phenomenon since it exists in the realm between the material and the 
spiritual. The potential of such a morontia evolution is inherent in the two universal urges of 
mind: the impulse of the finite mind of the creature to know God and attain the divinity of the 
Creator, and the impulse of the infinite mind of the Creator to know man and attain the 
experience of the creature. 
 
P.1218 - §8 The inevitable result of such a contactual spiritualization of the human mind is the 
gradual birth of a soul, the joint offspring of an adjutant mind dominated by a human will that 
craves to know God, working in liaison with the spiritual forces of the universe which are under 
the overcontrol of an actual fragment of the very God of all creation--the Mystery Monitor. And 
thus does the material and mortal reality of the self transcend the temporal limitations of the 
physical-life machine and attain a new expression and a new identification in the evolving 
vehicle for selfhood continuity, the morontia and immortal soul. 
 
P.1431 - §3 That afternoon Jesus and Ganid had both enjoyed playing with a very intelligent 
shepherd dog, and Ganid wanted to know whether the dog had a soul, whether it had a will, and 
in response to his questions Jesus said: "The dog has a mind which can know material man, his 
master, but cannot know God, who is spirit; therefore the dog does not possess a spiritual nature 
and cannot enjoy a spiritual experience. The dog may have a will derived from nature and 
augmented by training, but such a power of mind is not a spiritual force, neither is it comparable 
to the human will, inasmuch as it is not reflective--it is not the result of discriminating higher and 
moral meanings or choosing spiritual and eternal values. It is the possession of such powers of 
spiritual discrimination and truth choosing that makes mortal man a moral being, a creature 
endowed with the attributes of spiritual responsibility and the potential of eternal survival." Jesus 
went on to explain that it is the absence of such mental powers in the animal which makes it 
forever impossible for the animal world to develop language in time or to experience anything 
equivalent to personality survival in eternity. As a result of this day's instruction Ganid never 
again entertained belief in the transmigration of the souls of men into the bodies of animals. 
 
P.1440 - §2 At Syracuse they spent a full week. The notable event of their stop here was the 
rehabilitation of Ezra, the backslidden Jew, who kept the tavern where Jesus and his companions 
stopped. Ezra was charmed by Jesus' approach and asked him to help him come back to the faith 
of Israel. He expressed his hopelessness by saying, "I want to be a true son of Abraham, but I 
cannot find God." Said Jesus: "If you truly want to find God, that desire is in itself evidence that 
you have already found him. Your trouble is not that you cannot find God, for the Father has 
already found you; your trouble is simply that you do not know God. Have you not read in the 
Prophet Jeremiah, `You shall seek me and find me when you shall search for me with all your 
heart'? And again, does not this same prophet say: `And I will give you a heart to know me, that I 
am the Lord, and you shall belong to my people, and I will be your God'? And have you not also 
read in the Scriptures where it says: `He looks down upon men, and if any will say: I have sinned 



and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not, then will God deliver that man's soul 
from darkness, and he shall see the light'?" And Ezra found God and to the satisfaction of his 
soul. Later, this Jew, in association with a well-to-do Greek proselyte, built the first Christian 
church in Syracuse. 
 
P.1449 - §2 "God is our Father, the earth our mother, and the universe our birthplace. Without 
God the soul is a prisoner; to know God releases the soul. By meditation on God, by union with 
him, there comes deliverance from the illusions of evil and ultimate salvation from all material 
fetters. When man shall roll up space as a piece of leather, then will come the end of evil because 
man has found God. O God, save us from the threefold ruin of hell--lust, wrath, and avarice! O 
soul, gird yourself for the spirit struggle of immortality! When the end of mortal life comes, 
hesitate not to forsake this body for a more fit and beautiful form and to awake in the realms of 
the Supreme and Immortal, where there is no fear, sorrow, hunger, thirst, or death. To know God 
is to cut the cords of death. The God-knowing soul rises in the universe like the cream appears 
on top of the milk. We worship God, the all-worker, the Great Soul, who is ever seated in the 
heart of his creatures. And they who know that God is enthroned in the human heart are destined 
to become like him--immortal. Evil must be left behind in this world, but virtue follows the soul 
to heaven. 
 
P.1466 - §1 Jesus, Gonod, and Ganid made five trips away from Rome to points of interest in the 
surrounding territory. On their visit to the northern Italian lakes Jesus had the long talk with 
Ganid concerning the impossibility of teaching a man about God if the man does not desire to 
know God. They had casually met a thoughtless pagan while on their journey up to the lakes, and 
Ganid was surprised that Jesus did not follow out his usual practice of enlisting the man in 
conversation which would naturally lead up to the discussion of spiritual questions. When Ganid 
asked his teacher why he evinced so little interest in this pagan, Jesus answered: 

"Ganid, the man was not hungry for truth. He was not dissatisfied with himself. He was 
not ready to ask for help, and the eyes of his mind were not open to receive light for the soul. 
That man was not ripe for the harvest of salvation; he must be allowed more time for the trials 
and difficulties of life to prepare him for the reception of wisdom and higher learning. Or, if we 
could have him live with us, we might by our lives show him the Father in heaven, and thus 
would he become so attracted by our lives as sons of God that he would be constrained to inquire 
about our Father. You cannot reveal God to those who do not seek for him; you cannot lead 
unwilling souls into the joys of salvation. Man must become hungry for truth as a result of the 
experiences of living, or he must desire to know God as the result of contact with the lives of 
those who are acquainted with the divine Father before another human being can act as the 
means of leading such a fellow mortal to the Father in heaven. If we know God, our real business 
on earth is so to live as to permit the Father to reveal himself in our lives, and thus will all God-
seeking persons see the Father and ask for our help in finding out more about the God who in 
this manner finds expression in our lives." 
 
P.1466 - §2 "Ganid, the man was not hungry for truth. He was not dissatisfied with himself. He 
was not ready to ask for help, and the eyes of his mind were not open to receive light for the 
soul. That man was not ripe for the harvest of salvation; he must be allowed more time for the 
trials and difficulties of life to prepare him for the reception of wisdom and higher learning. Or, 
if we could have him live with us, we might by our lives show him the Father in heaven, and thus 



would he become so attracted by our lives as sons of God that he would be constrained to inquire 
about our Father. You cannot reveal God to those who do not seek for him; you cannot lead 
unwilling souls into the joys of salvation. Man must become hungry for truth as a result of the 
experiences of living, or he must desire to know God as the result of contact with the lives of 
those who are acquainted with the divine Father before another human being can act as the 
means of leading such a fellow mortal to the Father in heaven. If we know God, our real business 
on earth is so to live as to permit the Father to reveal himself in our lives, and thus will all God-
seeking persons see the Father and ask for our help in finding out more about the God who in 
this manner finds expression in our lives." 
 
P.1468 - §3 One day while resting at lunch, about halfway to Tarentum, Ganid asked Jesus a 
direct question as to what he thought of India's caste system. Said Jesus: "Though human beings 
differ in many ways, the one from another, before God and in the spiritual world all mortals 
stand on an equal footing. There are only two groups of mortals in the eyes of God: those who 
desire to do his will and those who do not. As the universe looks upon an inhabited world, it 
likewise discerns two great classes: those who know God and those who do not. Those who 
cannot know God are reckoned among the animals of any given realm. Mankind can 
appropriately be divided into many classes in accordance with differing qualifications, as they 
may be viewed physically, mentally, socially, vocationally, or morally, but as these different 
classes of mortals appear before the judgment bar of God, they stand on an equal footing; God is 
truly no respecter of persons. Although you cannot escape the recognition of differential human 
abilities and endowments in matters intellectual, social, and moral, you should make no such 
distinctions in the spiritual brotherhood of men when assembled for worship in the presence of 
God." 
 
P.1472 - §6 As they stood there in the moonlight, Jesus went on to say: "There lives within every 
human mind a divine spirit, the gift of the Father in heaven. This good spirit ever strives to lead 
us to God, to help us to find God and to know God; but also within mortals there are many 
natural physical tendencies which the Creator put there to serve the well-being of the individual 
and the race. Now, oftentimes, men and women become confused in their efforts to understand 
themselves and to grapple with the manifold difficulties of making a living in a world  
 
P.1474 - §4 To the earnest leader of the Mithraic cult he said: "You do well to seek for a religion 
of eternal salvation, but you err to go in quest of such a glorious truth among man-made 
mysteries and human philosophies. Know you not that the mystery of eternal salvation dwells 
within your own soul? Do you not know that the God of heaven has sent his spirit to live within 
you, and that this spirit will lead all truth-loving and God-serving mortals out of this life and 
through the portals of death up to the eternal heights of light where God waits to receive his 
children? And never forget: You who know God are the sons of God if you truly yearn to be like 
him." 
 
P.1478 - §4 "The soul is the self-reflective, truth-discerning, and spirit-perceiving part of man 
which forever elevates the human being above the level of the animal world. Self-consciousness, 
in and of itself, is not the soul. Moral self-consciousness is true human self-realization and 
constitutes the foundation of the human soul, and the soul is that part of man which represents 
the potential survival value of human experience. Moral choice and spiritual attainment, the 



ability to know God and the urge to be like him, are the characteristics of the soul. The soul of 
man cannot exist apart from moral thinking and spiritual activity. A stagnant soul is a dying soul. 
But the soul of man is distinct from the divine spirit which dwells within the mind. The divine 
spirit arrives simultaneously with the first moral activity of the human mind, and that is the 
occasion of the birth of the soul. 
 
P.1481 - §6 At last the day came for the separation. They were all brave, especially the lad, but it 
was a trying ordeal. They were tearful of eye but courageous of heart. In bidding his teacher 
farewell, Ganid said: "Farewell, Teacher, but not forever. When I come again to Damascus, I 
will look for you. I love you, for I think the Father in heaven must be something like you; at least 
I know you are much like what you have told me about him. I will remember your teaching, but 
most of all, I will never forget you." Said the father, "Farewell to a great teacher, one who has 
made us better and helped us to know God." And Jesus replied, "Peace be upon you, and may the 
blessing of the Father in heaven ever abide with you." And Jesus stood on the shore and watched 
as the small boat carried them out to their anchored ship. Thus the Master left his friends from 
India at Charax, never to see them again in this world; nor were they, in this world, ever to know 
that the man who later appeared as Jesus of Nazareth was this same friend they had just taken 
leave of--Joshua their teacher. 
 
P.1598 - §9 6. The Father in heaven. And now do we know God as our Father in heaven. Our 
teaching provides a religion wherein the believer is a son of God. That is the good news of the 
gospel of the kingdom of heaven. Coexistent with the Father are the Son and the Spirit, and the 
revelation of the nature and ministry of these Paradise Deities will continue to enlarge and 
brighten throughout the endless ages of the eternal spiritual progression of the ascending sons of 
God. At all times and during all ages the true worship of any human being--as concerns 
individual spiritual progress--is recognized by the indwelling spirit as homage rendered to the 
Father in heaven. 
 
P.1630 - §5 Then the Master portrayed that the Father in heaven, after man discerns this spiritual 
freedom, wills that his children on earth should begin that eternal ascent of the Paradise career 
which consists in the creature's conscious response to the divine urge of the indwelling spirit to 
find the Creator, to know God and to seek to become like him. 
 
P.1655 - §2 Jesus' antagonism to the Jewish traditions and slavish ceremonials was always 
positive. It consisted in what he did and in what he affirmed. The Master spent little time in 
negative denunciations. He taught that those who know God can enjoy the liberty of living 
without deceiving themselves by the licenses of sinning. Said Jesus to the apostles: "Men, if you 
are enlightened by the truth and really know what you are doing, you are blessed; but if you 
know not the divine way, you are unfortunate and already breakers of the law." 
 
P.1732 - §3 But watch, lest any of you look with disdain upon the children of Abraham because 
they have fallen on these evil days of traditional barrenness. Our forefathers gave themselves up 
to the persistent and passionate search for God, and they found him as no other whole race of 
men have ever known him since the times of Adam, who knew much of this as he was himself a 
Son of God. My Father has not failed to mark the long and untiring struggle of Israel, ever since 
the days of Moses, to find God and to know God. For weary generations the Jews have not 



ceased to toil, sweat, groan, travail, and endure the sufferings and experience the sorrows of a 
misunderstood and despised people, all in order that they might come a little nearer the discovery 
of the truth about God. And, notwithstanding all the failures and falterings of Israel, our fathers 
progressively, from Moses to the times of Amos and Hosea, did reveal increasingly to the whole 
world an ever clearer and more truthful picture of the eternal God. And so was the way prepared 
for the still greater revelation of the Father which you have been called to share. 
 
P.1856 - §2 Jesus well knew that God can be known only by the realities of experience; never 
can he be understood by the mere teaching of the mind. Jesus taught his apostles that, while they 
never could fully understand God, they could most certainly know him, even as they had known 
the Son of Man. You can know God, not by understanding what Jesus said, but by knowing what 
Jesus was. Jesus was a revelation of God. 
 
P.1950 - §4 This same philosophy of the living flexibility and cosmic adaptability of divine truth 
to the individual requirements and capacity of every son of God, must be perceived before you 
can hope adequately to understand the Master's teaching and practice of nonresistance to evil. 
The Master's teaching is basically a spiritual pronouncement. Even the material implications of 
his philosophy cannot be helpfully considered apart from their spiritual correlations. The spirit of 
the Master's injunction consists in the nonresistance of all selfish reaction to the universe, 
coupled with the aggressive and progressive attainment of righteous levels of true spirit values: 
divine beauty, infinite goodness, and eternal truth--to know God and to become increasingly like 
him. 


