
MORAL + DUTY 
 

P.3 - §14 Evolving mortal creatures experience an irresistible urge to symbolize their finite 
concepts of God. Man's consciousness of moral duty and his spiritual idealism represent a value 
level--an experiential reality--which is difficult of symbolization. 
 
P.68 - §5 Religion is not grounded in the facts of science, the obligations of society, the 
assumptions of philosophy, or the implied duties of morality. Religion is an independent realm of 
human response to life situations and is unfailingly exhibited at all stages of human development 
which are postmoral. Religion may permeate all four levels of the realization of values and the 
enjoyment of universe fellowship: the physical or material level of self-preservation; the social 
or emotional level of fellowship; the moral or duty level of reason; the spiritual level of the 
consciousness of universe fellowship through divine worship. 
 
P.192 - §6 In the local universe mind bestowals, these three insights of the cosmic mind 
constitute the a priori assumptions which make it possible for man to function as a rational and 
self-conscious personality in the realms of science, philosophy, and religion. Stated otherwise, 
the recognition of the reality of these three manifestations of the Infinite is by a cosmic technique 
of self-revelation. Matter-energy is recognized by the mathematical logic of the senses; mind-
reason intuitively knows its moral duty; spirit-faith (worship) is the religion of the reality of 
spiritual experience. These three basic factors in reflective thinking may be unified and co-
ordinated in personality development, or they may become disproportionate and virtually 
unrelated in their respective functions. But when they become unified, they produce a strong 
character consisting in the correlation of a factual science, a moral philosophy, and a genuine 
religious experience. And it is these three cosmic intuitions that give objective validity, reality, to 
man's experience in and with things, meanings, and values. 
 
P.192 - §8 Intelligence alone cannot explain the moral nature. Morality, virtue, is indigenous to 
human personality. Moral intuition, the realization of duty, is a component of human mind 
endowment and is associated with the other inalienables of human nature: scientific curiosity and 
spiritual insight. Man's mentality far transcends that of his animal cousins, but it is his moral and 
religious natures that especially distinguish him from the animal world. 
 
P.196 - §5 Self-consciousness is in essence a communal consciousness: God and man, Father and 
son, Creator and creature. In human self-consciousness four universe-reality realizations are 
latent and inherent: 
 

1. The quest for knowledge, the logic of science. 
2. The quest for moral values, the sense of duty. 
3. The quest for spiritual values, the religious experience. 
4. The quest for personality values, the ability to recognize the reality of God as a 
personality and the concurrent realization of our fraternal relationship with fellow 
personalities. 

 
P.432 - §4 2. Law Forecasters. The intellectual foundation of justice is law, and in a local 
universe law originates in the legislative assemblies of the constellations. These deliberative 



bodies codify and formally promulgate the basic laws of Nebadon, laws designed to afford the 
greatest possible co-ordination of a whole constellation consistent with the fixed policy of 
noninfringement of the moral free will of personal creatures. It is the duty of the second order of 
supervisor seraphim to place before the constellation lawmakers a forecast of how any proposed 
enactment would affect the lives of freewill creatures. This service they are well qualified to 
perform by virtue of long experience in the local systems and on the inhabited worlds. These 
seraphim seek no special favors for one group or another, but they do appear before the celestial 
lawmakers to speak for those who cannot be present to speak for themselves. Even mortal man 
may contribute to the evolution of universe law, for these very seraphim do faithfully and fully 
portray, not necessarily man's transient and conscious desires, but rather the true longings of the 
inner man, the evolving morontia soul of the material mortal on the worlds of space. 
 
P.613 - §6 Liberty is suicidal when divorced from material justice, intellectual fairness, social 
forbearance, moral duty, and spiritual values. Liberty is nonexistent apart from cosmic reality, 
and all personality reality is proportional to its divinity relationships. 
 
P.821 - §1 The cultural decadence and spiritual poverty resulting from the Caligastia downfall 
and consequent social confusion had little effect on the physical or biologic status of the Urantia 
peoples. Organic evolution proceeded apace, quite regardless of the cultural and moral setback 
which so swiftly followed the disaffection of Caligastia and Daligastia. And there came a time in 
the planetary history, almost forty thousand years ago, when the Life Carriers on duty took note 
that, from a purely biologic standpoint, the developmental progress of the Urantia races was 
nearing its apex. The Melchizedek receivers, concurring in this opinion, readily agreed to join 
the Life Carriers in a petition to the Most Highs of Edentia asking that Urantia be inspected with 
a view to authorizing the dispatch of biologic uplifters, a Material Son and Daughter. 
 
P.1034 - §6 The teachings of Lao have been lost to all but a few in the Orient, but the writings of 
Confucius have ever since constituted the basis of the moral fabric of the culture of almost a 
third of Urantians. These Confucian precepts, while perpetuating the best of the past, were 
somewhat inimical to the very Chinese spirit of investigation that had produced those 
achievements which were so venerated. The influence of these doctrines was unsuccessfully 
combated both by the imperial efforts of Ch'in Shih Huang Ti and by the teachings of Mo Ti, 
who proclaimed a brotherhood founded not on ethical duty but on the love of God. He sought to 
rekindle the ancient quest for new truth, but his teachings failed before the vigorous opposition 
of the disciples of Confucius. 
 
P.1105 - §3 Faith unites moral insight with conscientious discriminations of values, and the pre-
existent evolutionary sense of duty completes the ancestry of true religion. The experience of 
religion eventually results in the certain consciousness of God and in the undoubted assurance of 
the survival of the believing personality. 
 
P.1105 - §4 Thus it may be seen that religious longings and spiritual urges are not of such a 
nature as would merely lead men to want to believe in God, but rather are they of such nature 
and power that men are profoundly impressed with the conviction that they ought to believe in 
God. The sense of evolutionary duty and the obligations consequent upon the illumination of 
revelation make such a profound impression upon man's moral nature that he finally reaches that 



position of mind and that attitude of soul where he concludes that he has no right not to believe 
in God. The higher and superphilosophic wisdom of such enlightened and disciplined individuals 
ultimately instructs them that to doubt God or distrust his goodness would be to prove untrue to 
the realest and deepest thing within the human mind and soul--the divine Adjuster. 
 
P.1115 - §2 No professed revelation of religion could be regarded as authentic if it failed to 
recognize the duty demands of ethical obligation which had been created and fostered by 
preceding evolutionary religion. Revelation unfailingly enlarges the ethical horizon of evolved 
religion while it simultaneously and unfailingly expands the moral obligations of all prior 
revelations. 
 
P.1115 - §6 The enlightened spiritual consciousness of civilized man is not concerned so much 
with some specific intellectual belief or with any one particular mode of living as with 
discovering the truth of living, the good and right technique of reacting to the ever-recurring 
situations of mortal existence. Moral consciousness is just a name applied to the human 
recognition and awareness of those ethical and emerging morontial values which duty demands 
that man shall abide by in the day-by-day control and guidance of conduct. 
 
P.1133 - §6 The early evolutionary mind gives origin to a feeling of social duty and moral 
obligation derived chiefly from emotional fear. The more positive urge of social service and the 
idealism of altruism are derived from the direct impulse of the divine spirit indwelling the human 
mind. 
 
P.2084 - §5 In winning souls for the Master, it is not the first mile of compulsion, duty, or 
convention that will transform man and his world, but rather the second mile of free service and 
liberty-loving devotion that betokens the Jesusonian reaching forth to grasp his brother in love 
and sweep him on under spiritual guidance toward the higher and divine goal of mortal 
existence. Christianity even now willingly goes the first mile, but mankind languishes and 
stumbles along in moral darkness because there are so few genuine second-milers--so few 
professed followers of Jesus who really live and love as he taught his disciples to live and love 
and serve. 
 
P.2088 - §2 The all-consuming and indomitable spiritual faith of Jesus never became fanatical, 
for it never attempted to run away with his well-balanced intellectual judgments concerning the 
proportional values of practical and commonplace social, economic, and moral life situations. 
The Son of Man was a splendidly unified human personality; he was a perfectly endowed divine 
being; he was also magnificently co-ordinated as a combined human and divine being 
functioning on earth as a single personality. Always did the Master co-ordinate the faith of the 
soul with the wisdom-appraisals of seasoned experience. Personal faith, spiritual hope, and moral 
devotion were always correlated in a matchless religious unity of harmonious association with 
the keen realization of the reality and sacredness of all human loyalties--personal honor, family 
love, religious obligation, social duty, and economic necessity. 
 
P.2088 - §5 Jesus brought to God, as a man of the realm, the greatest of all offerings: the 
consecration and dedication of his own will to the majestic service of doing the divine will. Jesus 
always and consistently interpreted religion wholly in terms of the Father's will. When you study 



the career of the Master, as concerns prayer or any other feature of the religious life, look not so 
much for what he taught as for what he did. Jesus never prayed as a religious duty. To him 
prayer was a sincere expression of spiritual attitude, a declaration of soul loyalty, a recital of 
personal devotion, an expression of thanksgiving, an avoidance of emotional tension, a 
prevention of conflict, an exaltation of intellection, an ennoblement of desire, a vindication of 
moral decision, an enrichment of thought, an invigoration of higher inclinations, a consecration 
of impulse, a clarification of viewpoint, a declaration of faith, a transcendental surrender of will, 
a sublime assertion of confidence, a revelation of courage, the proclamation of discovery, a 
confession of supreme devotion, the validation of consecration, a technique for the adjustment of 
difficulties, and the mighty mobilization of the combined soul powers to withstand all human 
tendencies toward selfishness, evil, and sin. He lived just such a life of prayerful consecration to 
the doing of his Father's will and ended his life triumphantly with just such a prayer. The secret 
of his unparalleled religious life was this consciousness of the presence of God; and he attained it 
by intelligent prayer and sincere worship--unbroken communion with God--and not by leadings, 
voices, visions, or extraordinary religious practices. 
 
P.2096 - §1 Morality is the essential pre-existent soil of personal God-consciousness, the 
personal realization of the Adjuster's inner presence, but such morality is not the source of 
religious experience and the resultant spiritual insight. The moral nature is superanimal but 
subspiritual. Morality is equivalent to the recognition of duty, the realization of the existence of 
right and wrong. The moral zone intervenes between the animal and the human types of mind as 
morontia functions between the material and the spiritual spheres of personality attainment. 
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P.68 - §5 Religion is not grounded in the facts of science, the obligations of society, the 
assumptions of philosophy, or the implied duties of morality. Religion is an independent realm of 
human response to life situations and is unfailingly exhibited at all stages of human development 
which are postmoral. Religion may permeate all four levels of the realization of values and the 
enjoyment of universe fellowship: the physical or material level of self-preservation; the social 
or emotional level of fellowship; the moral or duty level of reason; the spiritual level of the 
consciousness of universe fellowship through divine worship. 
 
P.192 - §8 Intelligence alone cannot explain the moral nature. Morality, virtue, is indigenous to 
human personality. Moral intuition, the realization of duty, is a component of human mind 
endowment and is associated with the other inalienables of human nature: scientific curiosity and 
spiritual insight. Man's mentality far transcends that of his animal cousins, but it is his moral and 
religious natures that especially distinguish him from the animal world. 
 
P.888 - §7 4. Development of a strong sense of duty, the enhancement of morality, and the 
augmentation of ethical sensitivity. 
 
P.942 - §1 Family life is the progenitor of true morality, the ancestor of the consciousness of 
loyalty to duty. The enforced associations of family life stabilize personality and stimulate its 



growth through the compulsion of necessitous adjustment to other and diverse personalities. But 
even more, a true family--a good family--reveals to the parental procreators the attitude of the 
Creator to his children, while at the same time such true parents portray to their children the first 
of a long series of ascending disclosures of the love of the Paradise parent of all universe 
children. 
 
P.1124 - §2 You can psychologize evolutionary religion but not the personal-experience religion 
of spiritual origin. Human morality may recognize values, but only religion can conserve, exalt, 
and spiritualize such values. But notwithstanding such actions, religion is something more than 
emotionalized morality. Religion is to morality as love is to duty, as sonship is to servitude, as 
essence is to substance. Morality discloses an almighty Controller, a Deity to be served; religion 
discloses an all-loving Father, a God to be worshiped and loved. And again this is because the 
spiritual potentiality of religion is dominant over the duty actuality of the morality of evolution. 
 
P.1206 - §8 4. Joyful acceptance of cosmic citizenship--honest recognition of your progressive 
obligations to the Supreme Being, awareness of the interdependence of evolutionary man and 
evolving Deity. This is the birth of cosmic morality and the dawning realization of universal 
duty. 
 
P.1260 - §3 Conceptual frames of the universe are only relatively true; they are serviceable 
scaffolding which must eventually give way before the expansions of enlarging cosmic 
comprehension. The understandings of truth, beauty, and goodness, morality, ethics, duty, love, 
divinity, origin, existence, purpose, destiny, time, space, even Deity, are only relatively true. God 
is much, much more than a Father, but the Father is man's highest concept of God; nonetheless, 
the Father-Son portrayal of Creator-creature relationship will be augmented by those supermortal 
conceptions of Deity which will be attained in Orvonton, in Havona, and on Paradise. Man must 
think in a mortal universe frame, but that does not mean that he cannot envision other and higher 
frames within which thought can take place. 
 
P.1284 - §4 The temporal relation of man to the Supreme is the foundation for cosmic morality, 
the universal sensitivity to, and acceptance of, duty. This is a morality which transcends the 
temporal sense of relative right and wrong; it is a morality directly predicated on the self-
conscious creature's appreciation of experiential obligation to experiential Deity. Mortal man and 
all other finite creatures are created out of the living potential of energy, mind, and spirit existent 
in the Supreme. It is upon the Supreme that the Adjuster-mortal ascender draws for the creation 
of the immortal and divine character of a finaliter. It is out of the very reality of the Supreme that 
the Adjuster, with the consent of the human will, weaves the patterns of the eternal nature of an 
ascending son of God. 
 
P.2096 - §1 Morality is the essential pre-existent soil of personal God-consciousness, the 
personal realization of the Adjuster's inner presence, but such morality is not the source of 
religious experience and the resultant spiritual insight. The moral nature is superanimal but 
subspiritual. Morality is equivalent to the recognition of duty, the realization of the existence of 
right and wrong. The moral zone intervenes between the animal and the human types of mind as 
morontia functions between the material and the spiritual spheres of personality attainment. 
 



 
 


